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and education with a human touch which has
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academicians and scientists from different
parts at National and International levels. The
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with student friendly infrastructural
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Shri Vile Parle Kelavani Mandal is a Public
Charitable Trust which spans over cities such
as Mumbai, Bangalore, Hyderabad,
Chandigarh, Ahmedabad, Indore, Shripur and
Dhule. From its humble beginnings in 1934,
when it took over the Rashtriya Shala, a
school established in 1921 in the wake of the
National movement, the Mandal today has
grown into a big educational complex
imparting high-level education to more than
35,000 students in institutes such as Mithibai
College, N.M. College of Commerce and
Economics, NMIMS (deemed to be University),
D.J Sanghvi College of Engineering,
Bhagubhai Mafatlal Polytechnic to name a
few. It also provides education in the fields of
Pharmacy, Law and Architecture.
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Dear Reader,

I hope this letter finds you happy and healthy. September 2022 marks a
special occasion for The Economic Transcript. Our journey kickstarted in
2016 when our three founders envisioned a collective dream and came
together to create this committee. Cut to 6 years later, today we are a
monthly e-magazine, a daily blog on WordPress, and a team of 100+
members with writers and editors from across the globe. 
Thus, I present to you our Special Edition magazine of September, which
celebrates The Economic Transcript’s 6th anniversary!

This edition is special to us in all regards. It’s a moment for us to celebrate
our small and big victories. In the past year, our website was ranked as the
number 1 economic site in India and held the 41st rank all across the world.
We are also proud that our website enjoys 350k+ impressions and 200k+
blog views! More than 50 of our articles have been ranked on Google. This
magazine is a tribute to The Economic Transcript’s successes so far. 

India celebrated its 75th Independence Anniversary on the 15th of last
month. This was celebrated as a milestone event. The Indian government
started the Azadi ka Amrit Mahotsav initiative to celebrate and
commemorate 75 years of progressive India and the glorious history of its
people, culture, and achievements. 

With the aim of upholding the same thought, we have kept this month’s
theme as India at 75. We wish to provide a collective insight into India’s
independent past. Be it national affairs or international, this magazine aims
to uphold a reflective mirror on our progress so far. Hence, we have based
our special edition magazine’s cover page on “The Indian Dream” which
talks about Prime Minister Modi’s 25-year plan.

We have captured all recent essential happenings around the world, as well
as included articles about static events which we think will add value to our
individual wells of knowledge. As always, the magazine helps enrich our
economic and financial awareness by covering topics like the Indian UPI
system and India’s stance concerning IMF. 

From theFrom the
Editor in ChiefEditor in Chief
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The magazine offers popular political beliefs concerning India’s
employment mechanism and the role of PSUs in Job Creation. It also
talks about the Indian bureaucracy and how it is experiencing a
downward curve. Be it the changing patriarchal norms of the country, or
the unprecedented embracing of Pluralism by the citizens - the magazine
provides an array of editorials that makes one think. 

Our writers and editors have made all ends meet to put forth our special
edition. From their creative finesse to their unmatched writing
proficiency, they have done a mind-blowing job in curating content and
making the magazine what it is today. I would also like to give a shout-
out to my entire team of Managing Editors and Heads of Departments
who have continued to raise the bar of the committee through their
consistent hard work and efforts.

We strive to keep offering you the best while upholding the true essence
of The Economic Transcript, and we hope to see you walking and reading
with us every step of the way.

Wishing you an engaging and fruitful 
reading journey. Onwards and Upwards!

Best Regards,

Manasi Varwandkar

Editor-In-Chief (2022-23)
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 The concept of exchange has been prevalent for as long as we can
recall, with people following the barter system before the
introduction of currency. When the drawbacks of the barter
system came to light, such as inconvenience in handling and
disagreements on the terms of trade, people came up with the
idea of using valuable articles – physical tokens – as a medium of
exchange for all commodities. These articles included shells,
animal skins, services, etc. 

However, this system also did not eliminate the problem that
humans faced in estimating the true value of the commodities
being traded. This finally led to the development of a more
structured and standard framework of exchange and valuation of
commodities – currency. Once the notion of using currency as a
means of exchange was brought forward, we have seen a
century's worth of evolution in the way humans have carried out
trade activities. Even the money that has been used over this
period has undergone a drastic change, from copper, silver, and
gold coins (that were sometimes not uniform in weight and mass),
to more consistent coins using the same metals.

satoshispeaks.com
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Later on, we saw paper money which included banknotes and bills
of various denominations and coins made of nickel-copper alloy,
copper, aluminium, and clad coins. Around the same time, credit
money was introduced which involved drawing cheques to
withdraw cash that was deposited by the drawer in a bank. These
checks are known as ‘credit money. Following this, in an attempt
to make the currency more manageable, we witnessed the
introduction of plastic money, consisting of debit and credit cards,
which made transactions increasingly easier and more
convenient. Many must have thought, “Oh, it cannot get any more
advanced and convenient than this, can it?” after the
development of plastic money. But it did. Next up, we see mobile
apps supporting money transfers and instant payments upon
scanning a QR (Quick Response) code or entering a phone number.
This truly has been a revolution that has changed the way
transactions and trade take place in modern markets.

The age of digitalisation has led to the invention of numerous
technologies in the fintech industry; the stepping stone of this
evolution is the introduction of debit and credit cards. However,
today we shall talk about the scenario prevailing in the Indian
financial system today – the instant real-time payments
facilitated by UPI. UPI stands for United Payments Interface.
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This payment system, developed by the National Payments
Corporation of India (NPCI), is regulated by the Reserve Bank of
India and runs on top of IMPS (Immediate Payment Service),
facilitating instant transfers of funds between two bank accounts
on a mobile platform. The interface acts as an intermediary for
peer-to-peer (P2P) and person-to-merchant (P2M) transactions.

UPI was officially launched in 2016 for public use, the purpose of
its development is to tackle corruption and black money,
advancing a step towards a greener environment by contracting
the usage of paper money in the domestic market, and
integrating nationwide payment mechanisms in an attempt to
make them uniform for retail payments. It has been made
available across all platforms viz. Android and iOS where it can be
installed via the Google Play Store and App Store respectively.
What makes UPI unique are its features of all year round 24*7
immediate money transfer through a mobile device, a single
mobile application for accessing different bank accounts, hassle-
free transfers that do not require details such as card number,
account number, IFSC code, etc. without compromising the
security of the user, QR Code (Scan and Pay) based payments,
utility bills and over the counter payments, etc.

 news18.com
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Single click Two Factor authentication
Universal Application for transaction
Leveraging existing infrastructure
Safer, Secured and Innovative
Payment basis Single/ Unique Identifier
Enable seamless merchant transactions

Round-the-clock availability
Single Application for accessing different bank accounts
The use of Virtual ID is more secure, no credential sharing
Single click authentication
Raise Complaint from Mobile App directly

Seamless fund collection from customers - single identifiers
No risk of storing the customer’s virtual address like in Cards
Tap customers not having credit/debit cards
Suitable for e-Com & m-Com transaction
Resolves the COD collection problem
Single click 2FA facility to the customer - seamless Pull
In-App Payments (IAP)

The UPI ecosystem makes transfers seamless and benefits the
participants in numerous ways. The benefits to the various
parties to a transaction are as follows:

Banks:

Customers:

Merchants:
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UPI supports financial as well as non-financial transactions. The
financial transactions include Pay Request – whereby the user
pays or pushes their funds to the intended receiver using the
payment address (mobile number, MMID, Account Number and
IFSC code) of the receiver – and Collect Request – where the user
receives or pulls funds from the intended payer using the Virtual
ID. The non-financial transactions of UPI consist of the provision
of services like mobile banking registration, generation of One
Time Password (OTP), setting or changing of PIN, checking
transaction status, and lodging of complaints and queries.

The UPI interface has been integrated into other instant real-time
payment systems like PayTM, Google Pay, PhonePe, etc. These
applications support UPI transactions at no additional charges,
making transactions seamless and convenient.
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The growth of UPI has been exponential since its launch in 2016,
with the platform being used by over 10 crore active users each
month in India alone, as of May 2021. The interface is supported
internationally, catering to markets in Bhutan, Nepal, Malaysia,
Singapore, the United Arab Emirates, and France. The mobile-only
payment system has helped transact a total of ₹34.95 lakh crore
(US$440 billion) during the 67 months of operation starting from
2016. As of February 2022, there are 304 banks available on UPI
with a monthly volume of 4.52 billion transactions and a value of
₹8.26 lakh crore (US$100 billion). In FY 2022, the UPI crossed
transactions worth $1 trillion.

The success of the United Payments Interface stands as a
motivational example in the fintech industry, paving the way for
further innovations that will make fund transfers and
transactions easier.

couponmoto.com

Follow us on : tetofficial.com 

The Economic Transcript      Special Edition 14

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Indian_rupee
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Lakh
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Crore
https://twitter.com/tet_mithibai?s=09
https://m.facebook.com/theeconomictranscript/
https://www.linkedin.com/company/theeconomictranscript/
https://www.instagram.com/the_economic_transcript/?hl=en


Written by Aathira Pillai Edited by Amna Lakdawala
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Deccan Chronicle
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Written by Nasha Rana        Edited by Amna Lakdawala 
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CHANGING
PATRIARCHAL
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Written by Nidhi Shah

Edited by Yashvi Vasani
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Because of India's current social and economic framework, women areBecause of India's current social and economic framework, women are
frequently viewed as being less valuable than men. Due to socialfrequently viewed as being less valuable than men. Due to social
inequality, women in India may experience challenges including degradinginequality, women in India may experience challenges including degrading
and negative treatment, forced marriages at a young age, and perhapsand negative treatment, forced marriages at a young age, and perhaps
even outright education denial. The social and economic facets of theseeven outright education denial. The social and economic facets of these
women's lives are adversely affected by their lack of education.women's lives are adversely affected by their lack of education.  

For instance, India, which has one of the lowest employment rates forFor instance, India, which has one of the lowest employment rates for
women worldwide, saw the lowest-ever rate of women participating in thewomen worldwide, saw the lowest-ever rate of women participating in the
labour force in 2020, at 15.5%. Even when women can find jobs, there is anlabour force in 2020, at 15.5%. Even when women can find jobs, there is an
unfair gender wage disparity, and compared to men, women are less likelyunfair gender wage disparity, and compared to men, women are less likely
to hold permanent employment. The COVID-19 pandemic's effectsto hold permanent employment. The COVID-19 pandemic's effects
exacerbate an already dire situation for women. In addition, women areexacerbate an already dire situation for women. In addition, women are
more susceptible to health risks. One of the main causes of India's highmore susceptible to health risks. One of the main causes of India's high
rates of female mortality is inadequate and subpar nutrition, which isrates of female mortality is inadequate and subpar nutrition, which is
combined with a lack of access to primary healthcare.combined with a lack of access to primary healthcare.  

Women's safety in India is more at risk because of COVID-19 becauseWomen's safety in India is more at risk because of COVID-19 because
access to protective gear and even vaccines may be limited. Support isaccess to protective gear and even vaccines may be limited. Support is
desperately needed because of this, as well as the fact that many womendesperately needed because of this, as well as the fact that many women
are on the ground responding to COVID-19 cases and caring for the sick,are on the ground responding to COVID-19 cases and caring for the sick,
but very few women hold decision-making authority. These have grown tobut very few women hold decision-making authority. These have grown to
be major forms of gender inequality. Sons are preferred- Genderbe major forms of gender inequality. Sons are preferred- Gender
inequality and notions of gender-appropriate behaviour are heavilyinequality and notions of gender-appropriate behaviour are heavily
influenced by cultural institutions in India, particularly those ofinfluenced by cultural institutions in India, particularly those of
patrilineality (inheritance through male descendants) and patrilocalitypatrilineality (inheritance through male descendants) and patrilocality
(married couples living with or close to the husband's parents. Poorer(married couples living with or close to the husband's parents. Poorer
outcomes for daughters are associated with culturally ingrained parentaloutcomes for daughters are associated with culturally ingrained parental
preferences for sons, who are valued as parents' caregivers in old age.preferences for sons, who are valued as parents' caregivers in old age.  
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Another institution that oppresses women is the dowry system, whichAnother institution that oppresses women is the dowry system, which
entails a monetary or in-kind transfer from the bride's family to theentails a monetary or in-kind transfer from the bride's family to the
groom's at the time of marriage. Across all areas and social strata, thegroom's at the time of marriage. Across all areas and social strata, the
prevalence of dowry payments, which are frequently a sizable portion of aprevalence of dowry payments, which are frequently a sizable portion of a
household's income, has been continuously increasing over time. If thehousehold's income, has been continuously increasing over time. If the
dowry is deemed insufficient or as a means of obtaining additionaldowry is deemed insufficient or as a means of obtaining additional
payments, this frequently leads to dowry-related violence against womenpayments, this frequently leads to dowry-related violence against women
by their husbands and in-laws. These procedures incentivize parents toby their husbands and in-laws. These procedures incentivize parents to
avoid having daughters or to make smaller investments in the health andavoid having daughters or to make smaller investments in the health and
well-being of females and their education.well-being of females and their education.

Getty images

These parental inclinations can be seen in India's rising masculine sexThese parental inclinations can be seen in India's rising masculine sex
ratios. Despite sex determination being prohibited in India in 2011, thereratios. Despite sex determination being prohibited in India in 2011, there
were 919 girls under the age of six for every 1000 boys. This perpetuateswere 919 girls under the age of six for every 1000 boys. This perpetuates
Indian women's inferior status and increases the likelihood that they mayIndian women's inferior status and increases the likelihood that they may
experience violence in their married homes. The National Family andexperience violence in their married homes. The National Family and
Health Survey from 2005–2006 found that 37% of married women hadHealth Survey from 2005–2006 found that 37% of married women had
experienced physical or sexual abuse at the hands of their partners. Inexperienced physical or sexual abuse at the hands of their partners. In
India, gender discrimination has persisted for many generations and hasIndia, gender discrimination has persisted for many generations and has
had an impact on both genders' lives. Gender differences persist despitehad an impact on both genders' lives. Gender differences persist despite
the Indian Constitution's guarantee of equality for men and women.the Indian Constitution's guarantee of equality for men and women.
Women have been the target of this discrimination, which has alwaysWomen have been the target of this discrimination, which has always
been prevalent in Indian society.been prevalent in Indian society.
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  In a country where women are revered as goddesses, the same nationIn a country where women are revered as goddesses, the same nation
leaves a lot of injustice and horrors. The unfortunate reality of civilizationleaves a lot of injustice and horrors. The unfortunate reality of civilization
is this. Gender discrimination, largely in favour of men, is found in variousis this. Gender discrimination, largely in favour of men, is found in various
contexts, including the workplace, according to recent studies. Women'scontexts, including the workplace, according to recent studies. Women's
lives are impacted by discrimination in numerous ways, includinglives are impacted by discrimination in numerous ways, including
professional advancement and mental health issues. Even while India hasprofessional advancement and mental health issues. Even while India has
strict laws against rape, dowry, and adultery, many blatantlystrict laws against rape, dowry, and adultery, many blatantly
discriminatory practices continue to be practised at a startlingly high rate.discriminatory practices continue to be practised at a startlingly high rate.
The highest rates of sex discrimination at birth are found in India. IndiaThe highest rates of sex discrimination at birth are found in India. India
will still have the worst sex ratio in South Asia in 2050, according to anwill still have the worst sex ratio in South Asia in 2050, according to an
analysis of demographic data conducted in 2017.analysis of demographic data conducted in 2017.  

The heartbreaking ratio of 918 girls for every 1,000 boys as of 2011 hasThe heartbreaking ratio of 918 girls for every 1,000 boys as of 2011 has
compelled the Indian government to act in the "Beti Bachao, Beti Padhao"compelled the Indian government to act in the "Beti Bachao, Beti Padhao"
program's movement to ensure the survival, safety, & education of the girlprogram's movement to ensure the survival, safety, & education of the girl
child. The Beti Bachao initiative offers advantages to prevent femalechild. The Beti Bachao initiative offers advantages to prevent female
foeticide while combating bias. Gender equality in India, according to thefoeticide while combating bias. Gender equality in India, according to the
organisation "Educate the Girl Child and Save the Girl Child," will beorganisation "Educate the Girl Child and Save the Girl Child," will be
achieved through widespread awareness campaigns and extensive femaleachieved through widespread awareness campaigns and extensive female
welfare programmes across districts. The persecution of girls and womenwelfare programmes across districts. The persecution of girls and women
in society at all stages and in all domains is known as "gender inequality.in society at all stages and in all domains is known as "gender inequality.

theindianwire
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Although it is more common in the lower classes of society, genderAlthough it is more common in the lower classes of society, gender
inequality is also present among the upper middle class. In Indian society,inequality is also present among the upper middle class. In Indian society,
gender inequity is so ingrained that it is accepted as normal. Almost atgender inequity is so ingrained that it is accepted as normal. Almost at
every stage of their lives, women experience gender inequity. The womb isevery stage of their lives, women experience gender inequity. The womb is
where sex prejudice starts in India. When expecting male children, Indianwhere sex prejudice starts in India. When expecting male children, Indian
women are now receiving better prenatal care. Boy-parenting women gowomen are now receiving better prenatal care. Boy-parenting women go
to prenatal visits, take their medications, and choose institutionalto prenatal visits, take their medications, and choose institutional
delivery. If she is giving birth to a girl kid, however, the situation isdelivery. If she is giving birth to a girl kid, however, the situation is
different. There is a "huge difference in gender disparity at the statedifferent. There is a "huge difference in gender disparity at the state
level," according to a recent McKinsey Global Institute (MGI) study thatlevel," according to a recent McKinsey Global Institute (MGI) study that
examined gender parity among Indian states.examined gender parity among Indian states.

Based on ten variables, the index gave each state in the nation a score.Based on ten variables, the index gave each state in the nation a score.
These include the proportion of women in leadership positions, theThese include the proportion of women in leadership positions, the
number of households using LPG or kerosene for cooking, the number ofnumber of households using LPG or kerosene for cooking, the number of
households with a source of drinking water on the property, the numberhouseholds with a source of drinking water on the property, the number
of households with toilets on the property, the education level, the childof households with toilets on the property, the education level, the child
marriage rate, violence by a spouse, and the sex ratio at birth. Gendermarriage rate, violence by a spouse, and the sex ratio at birth. Gender
roles are established, and those who are not women but are neverthelessroles are established, and those who are not women but are nevertheless
seen as having some type of influence over women also dictate howseen as having some type of influence over women also dictate how
women speak, dress, and live their lives. Some guidelines that womenwomen speak, dress, and live their lives. Some guidelines that women
should follow include being accommodating, making compromises evenshould follow include being accommodating, making compromises even
when they are in an uncomfortable or dangerous situation because it iswhen they are in an uncomfortable or dangerous situation because it is
nowhere safe for them to go for assistance, and learning all householdnowhere safe for them to go for assistance, and learning all household
tasks.tasks.
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The results of all these regulations include an increase in rapes, sexualThe results of all these regulations include an increase in rapes, sexual
harassment, submission to child marriage, women being better than theirharassment, submission to child marriage, women being better than their
percentage of marital rape, and the harasser throwing acid on the victimpercentage of marital rape, and the harasser throwing acid on the victim
when she comes out against harassment in retaliation. Due to childwhen she comes out against harassment in retaliation. Due to child
trafficking, young girls go missing and are made to grow up in a moretrafficking, young girls go missing and are made to grow up in a more
hostile environment that may even be fatal. Harassment of women inhostile environment that may even be fatal. Harassment of women in
public places includes eve-teasing, bullying, and offensive remarks. Thepublic places includes eve-teasing, bullying, and offensive remarks. The
issue of dowry, where the girl's family must send a sizable sum to theissue of dowry, where the girl's family must send a sizable sum to the
groom's family, dates back centuries and is still present today. Femalegroom's family, dates back centuries and is still present today. Female
foeticide is at an all-time high as a result of many families abandoning thefoeticide is at an all-time high as a result of many families abandoning the
girl child due to the inability to pay dowry.girl child due to the inability to pay dowry.  

pinterest

The majority of girls in rural regions are also murdered by their ownThe majority of girls in rural regions are also murdered by their own
families because they believe it will harm their honour and reputation iffamilies because they believe it will harm their honour and reputation if
the girl marries the man of her choice. There are no laws protectingthe girl marries the man of her choice. There are no laws protecting
women from the practice of honour killings, despite how common it is.women from the practice of honour killings, despite how common it is.
Both complexion and beauty are becoming issues for women. Fair-lookingBoth complexion and beauty are becoming issues for women. Fair-looking
women are unacceptable, especially those from lower classes andwomen are unacceptable, especially those from lower classes and
religions. Due to acid assaults, poor diet, and lifestyle choices, these ladiesreligions. Due to acid assaults, poor diet, and lifestyle choices, these ladies
now appear less attractive and darker than the rich women in theirnow appear less attractive and darker than the rich women in their
socioeconomic class.socioeconomic class.
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The accusation of witchcraft against tribal women who refuse toThe accusation of witchcraft against tribal women who refuse to
participate or are incapable of satisfying men's desires results in theirparticipate or are incapable of satisfying men's desires results in their
execution by beating. Similar to this, women who don't bear sons for theexecution by beating. Similar to this, women who don't bear sons for the
family are tortured in villages and by wealthy families. Therefore, it isfamily are tortured in villages and by wealthy families. Therefore, it is
female foeticide to murder the female child. A boy child is expected tofemale foeticide to murder the female child. A boy child is expected to
carry on the family's customs, however, having a girl child is viewed as acarry on the family's customs, however, having a girl child is viewed as a
curse because the girl child will leave the family and learn the customs ofcurse because the girl child will leave the family and learn the customs of
another family. Women who become divorced or widowed feel inferior inanother family. Women who become divorced or widowed feel inferior in
society and aren't given the same work possibilities as single women.society and aren't given the same work possibilities as single women.
Additionally, these women are excluded from social events and vacationsAdditionally, these women are excluded from social events and vacations
and are taken advantage of and abused for financial gain.and are taken advantage of and abused for financial gain.

In addition to the life cycle and time, the Gender Equality Commission ofIn addition to the life cycle and time, the Gender Equality Commission of
the Council of Europe has identified nine other types of violence againstthe Council of Europe has identified nine other types of violence against
women:women:
1. "Family violence or domestic violence"1. "Family violence or domestic violence"
2. "Raping and sexual assault"2. "Raping and sexual assault"
3. Sexual assault3. Sexual assault
4. Institutional environments where violence occurs4. Institutional environments where violence occurs
5. Female genital mutilation5. Female genital mutilation
6. "Forced unions"6. "Forced unions"
7. Violence in times of conflict and after conflicts7. Violence in times of conflict and after conflicts
8. Killings committed for the sake of honour8. Killings committed for the sake of honour
9. disregard for one's ability to select their method of reproduction9. disregard for one's ability to select their method of reproduction
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  Public and Private Realms -Public and Private Realms -  

The laws that apply to women are-The laws that apply to women are-

11..
  Many feminists contend that the legal system has failed women when itMany feminists contend that the legal system has failed women when it
comes to defining the public and private world. Women are vulnerable tocomes to defining the public and private world. Women are vulnerable to
domestic abuse because of the privacy of the household, and until 1992,domestic abuse because of the privacy of the household, and until 1992,
husbands had the legal right to rape their wives. Women's lives belongedhusbands had the legal right to rape their wives. Women's lives belonged
in the domesticated sphere, while the law was for the private realm,in the domesticated sphere, while the law was for the private realm,
which was of concern to men. Women's inherent fragility, need forwhich was of concern to men. Women's inherent fragility, need for
protection, and inability to handle the manly concerns of public life servedprotection, and inability to handle the manly concerns of public life served
as justification for keeping them in the private sphere.as justification for keeping them in the private sphere.
  
Women's lives have gradually moved from the private to the publicWomen's lives have gradually moved from the private to the public
spheres, and laws have been passed to reflect this. The Abortion Act ofspheres, and laws have been passed to reflect this. The Abortion Act of
1967 and the Domestic Violence and Matrimonial Proceedings Act of 19761967 and the Domestic Violence and Matrimonial Proceedings Act of 1976
are two examples of changes. These modifications, nevertheless, may notare two examples of changes. These modifications, nevertheless, may not
have gone far enough. In the view of the law, many issues that arehave gone far enough. In the view of the law, many issues that are
exclusive to women still frequently belong in the private sphere.exclusive to women still frequently belong in the private sphere.
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22. Rights and Equality -. Rights and Equality -
Typically, while discussing women's rights, the word "equality" is usedTypically, while discussing women's rights, the word "equality" is used
since women desire to be treated equally to men.since women desire to be treated equally to men.

The framework of rights, and equality, might be argued to be based on theThe framework of rights, and equality, might be argued to be based on the
baseline of a wealthy, white male, which results in a naturally unequalbaseline of a wealthy, white male, which results in a naturally unequal
playing field. Obtaining equality and the same rights as men under the lawplaying field. Obtaining equality and the same rights as men under the law
ignores the disparities between men and women, in addition to the otherignores the disparities between men and women, in addition to the other
social, economic, and political identifications that are not taken intosocial, economic, and political identifications that are not taken into
account, such as colour, class, handicap, and sexual orientation, foraccount, such as colour, class, handicap, and sexual orientation, for
example. Even if significant progress has been made, there is still a lack ofexample. Even if significant progress has been made, there is still a lack of
women in the legal profession, which means fewer women are becomingwomen in the legal profession, which means fewer women are becoming
those with the power to change the law.those with the power to change the law.

33. Surrogacy and Prostitution. Surrogacy and Prostitution
Prostitution and surrogacy are both governed by laws that aim to avoidProstitution and surrogacy are both governed by laws that aim to avoid
criminalising the activities themselves. For instance, while prostitutioncriminalising the activities themselves. For instance, while prostitution
itself is not prohibited, its companion acts are. Because they are notitself is not prohibited, its companion acts are. Because they are not
"good" women, protecting them is not the goal of this law, which also"good" women, protecting them is not the goal of this law, which also
forbids men from curb crawling and forbids women from loitering andforbids men from curb crawling and forbids women from loitering and
soliciting money.soliciting money.
The concerns brought up when discussing surrogacy reinforced theThe concerns brought up when discussing surrogacy reinforced the
fundamental attitudes of women in a society that Dworkin's study hadfundamental attitudes of women in a society that Dworkin's study had
established after reviewing the Surrogacy Arrangements Act of 1985 andestablished after reviewing the Surrogacy Arrangements Act of 1985 and
the 1997 Brazier Report. Surrogacy is not against the law, similar tothe 1997 Brazier Report. Surrogacy is not against the law, similar to
prostitution, but it must only be done for charitable purposes. Theprostitution, but it must only be done for charitable purposes. The
attitudes that predominated in Dworkin's discussions were paternalisticattitudes that predominated in Dworkin's discussions were paternalistic
views of female protection and the distrust of women to make their ownviews of female protection and the distrust of women to make their own
decisions to become surrogates if there were economic considerationsdecisions to become surrogates if there were economic considerations
involved.involved.
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4. Abortion4. Abortion
In reaction to illegal abortions, the Abortion Act of 1967 establishedIn reaction to illegal abortions, the Abortion Act of 1967 established
defence against the crime of abortion. Your ability to get abortion servicesdefence against the crime of abortion. Your ability to get abortion services
depends on your location and the consensus of two medical professionalsdepends on your location and the consensus of two medical professionals
that a woman should be permitted in light of the Act's predeterminedthat a woman should be permitted in light of the Act's predetermined
requirements. Therefore, a woman does not have the right to an abortion,requirements. Therefore, a woman does not have the right to an abortion,
and the limitations imposed by law limit her "option."and the limitations imposed by law limit her "option."
Although the legislation has evolved and changed to give women manyAlthough the legislation has evolved and changed to give women many
rights and protections, there is still more work to be done. Only untilrights and protections, there is still more work to be done. Only until
women are treated by the law as independent human beings with thewomen are treated by the law as independent human beings with the
capacity to make their own well-informed decisions will there be truecapacity to make their own well-informed decisions will there be true
equality. Instead of being limited to the idea of what constitutes a "nice"equality. Instead of being limited to the idea of what constitutes a "nice"
woman, they need to be heard and taken seriously inside the criminalwoman, they need to be heard and taken seriously inside the criminal
justice system.justice system.  

When speaking up against violence, sexual, or discriminatory behaviour,When speaking up against violence, sexual, or discriminatory behaviour,
they must be given genuine protection without having to worry about thethey must be given genuine protection without having to worry about the
repercussions. Regarding all social and political classifications, such asrepercussions. Regarding all social and political classifications, such as
race, class, gender identity, sexual orientation, and disability and howrace, class, gender identity, sexual orientation, and disability and how
they interact with how women are treated in society, it is also crucial tothey interact with how women are treated in society, it is also crucial to
address the need to safeguard women.address the need to safeguard women.
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1. Kerela's court case involving sexual harassment -1. Kerela's court case involving sexual harassment -

The alleged event allegedly occurred on February 8 of this year at a campThe alleged event allegedly occurred on February 8 of this year at a camp
set up by Chandran and others close to Koyilandy in the Kozhikodeset up by Chandran and others close to Koyilandy in the Kozhikode
district. Chandran allegedly groped her and inappropriately touched herdistrict. Chandran allegedly groped her and inappropriately touched her
when the campers were coming home. On July 29, the woman complained,when the campers were coming home. On July 29, the woman complained,
and Chandran was arrested for violating sections 354A (2), 341 and 354 ofand Chandran was arrested for violating sections 354A (2), 341 and 354 of
the IPC. S Krishna Kumar, the district sessions judge, based his remark onthe IPC. S Krishna Kumar, the district sessions judge, based his remark on
the photos submitted with the accused's request for bail.the photos submitted with the accused's request for bail.  

News18

The court further stated that it is inconceivable that a 74-year-old manThe court further stated that it is inconceivable that a 74-year-old man
with physical limitations could violently put the complainant in his lap andwith physical limitations could violently put the complainant in his lap and
touch her breast. Therefore, it is a valid circumstance where the accusedtouch her breast. Therefore, it is a valid circumstance where the accused
may be granted bail, the judge concluded. Civic Chandran had beenmay be granted bail, the judge concluded. Civic Chandran had been
granted anticipatory bail by the court on August 12, which stipulated that,granted anticipatory bail by the court on August 12, which stipulated that,
in the case of his arrest by the Koyilandy police, he must post a bond for Rsin the case of his arrest by the Koyilandy police, he must post a bond for Rs
50,000 with two reputable sureties for the same amount to be freed on50,000 with two reputable sureties for the same amount to be freed on
bail.bail.  

Based on the woman's statement that Civic Chandran had harassed herBased on the woman's statement that Civic Chandran had harassed her
sexually and attempted to offend her modesty during a camp conductedsexually and attempted to offend her modesty during a camp conducted
at Nandi Beach in Kozhikode on February 8, 2020, Koyilandy police filed aat Nandi Beach in Kozhikode on February 8, 2020, Koyilandy police filed a
case against him. The charge against Chandran was filed by Koyilandycase against him. The charge against Chandran was filed by Koyilandy
police following sections 354A(2), 341 and 354 of the IPC.police following sections 354A(2), 341 and 354 of the IPC.  
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The court additionally noted that the language of IPC section 354 makes itThe court additionally noted that the language of IPC section 354 makes it
apparent that the accused must have had the aim of insulting a woman'sapparent that the accused must have had the aim of insulting a woman's
modesty. Additionally, there must be physical contact and advancesmodesty. Additionally, there must be physical contact and advances
involving unwanted and explicit sexual overtures to fall under theinvolving unwanted and explicit sexual overtures to fall under the
category of sexual harassment.category of sexual harassment.

In a separate case brought by Koyilandy police, Chandran was grantedIn a separate case brought by Koyilandy police, Chandran was granted
anticipatory bail on August 2. The case involved the alleged sexual assaultanticipatory bail on August 2. The case involved the alleged sexual assault
of a young woman author in April when the woman, Chandran, and otherof a young woman author in April when the woman, Chandran, and other
people gathered at her home in Koyilandy for a book release party.people gathered at her home in Koyilandy for a book release party.
Chandran was represented by attorneys P V Hari and Sushama M in bothChandran was represented by attorneys P V Hari and Sushama M in both
anticipatory bail motions.anticipatory bail motions.

2. The Professors Case in Kolkata-2. The Professors Case in Kolkata-

The university administration allegedly phoned the lecturer and orderedThe university administration allegedly phoned the lecturer and ordered
her to leave after receiving a complaint from the parents of anher to leave after receiving a complaint from the parents of an
undergraduate student. She continued by saying they had found herundergraduate student. She continued by saying they had found her
Instagram post to be "objectionable." The lecturer said that she wasInstagram post to be "objectionable." The lecturer said that she was
required to give testimony before a panel that included the vice chancellorrequired to give testimony before a panel that included the vice chancellor
fr Felix raj and the university's registrar.fr Felix raj and the university's registrar.  

The professor claimed that guardian B.K. Mukherjee's letter of complaintThe professor claimed that guardian B.K. Mukherjee's letter of complaint
was read aloud to her at the meeting, forcing her to resign. "It was anwas read aloud to her at the meeting, forcing her to resign. "It was an
interrogation chamber," she recalled, adding that a woman had read out ainterrogation chamber," she recalled, adding that a woman had read out a
complaint from a student's father regarding a social media post of herscomplaint from a student's father regarding a social media post of hers

Hindustaan Times

Follow us on : tetofficial.com 

The Economic Transcript      Special Edition 40

https://twitter.com/tet_mithibai?s=09
https://m.facebook.com/theeconomictranscript/
https://www.linkedin.com/company/theeconomictranscript/
https://www.instagram.com/the_economic_transcript/?hl=en


She had also apologised but was still made to leave. "I was surprised toShe had also apologised but was still made to leave. "I was surprised to
find my kid looking at photographs of Prof. in which she had posed in afind my kid looking at photographs of Prof. in which she had posed in a
sexually explicit way, generating deliberate public exposure," thesexually explicit way, generating deliberate public exposure," the
complaint letter read.complaint letter read.  

“I feel ashamed as a parent seeing a teacher uploading pictures of herself“I feel ashamed as a parent seeing a teacher uploading pictures of herself
only wearing her panties on social media since I have worked hard toonly wearing her panties on social media since I have worked hard to
shield my child from such extreme obscenity and abuse of the femaleshield my child from such extreme obscenity and abuse of the female
body”body”

An 18-year-old student should not be forced to see his professor performAn 18-year-old student should not be forced to see his professor perform
on a stage while wearing scant clothing and baring her body. The womanon a stage while wearing scant clothing and baring her body. The woman
was asked to explain how kids may access such pictures after the letterwas asked to explain how kids may access such pictures after the letter
was read aloud. Her claim that the student in question couldn't accesswas read aloud. Her claim that the student in question couldn't access
Instagram Stories from June was challenged as unfounded conjecture. SheInstagram Stories from June was challenged as unfounded conjecture. She
claimed, "One of the committee members reminded me that as aclaimed, "One of the committee members reminded me that as a
professor of a prestigious university I was obliged to seem appropriatelyprofessor of a prestigious university I was obliged to seem appropriately
before the society and it was unacceptable to put up such posts whichbefore the society and it was unacceptable to put up such posts which
would corrupt the brains of young men." The woman said that universitywould corrupt the brains of young men." The woman said that university
students had harassed, ridiculed, and called her a slut. "What transpiredstudents had harassed, ridiculed, and called her a slut. "What transpired
in the meeting can only be described as a kangaroo court, where my clientin the meeting can only be described as a kangaroo court, where my client
was bullied, insulted, and intimidated with offensive remarks with sexualwas bullied, insulted, and intimidated with offensive remarks with sexual
overtones and without cause or reason. Each member of the panel madeovertones and without cause or reason. Each member of the panel made
some sort of comment, including asking the woman if her parentssome sort of comment, including asking the woman if her parents
approved of her "nude" photos, according to the woman's attorney.approved of her "nude" photos, according to the woman's attorney.  

The professor, who holds PhDs from two European universities, claimedThe professor, who holds PhDs from two European universities, claimed
that her private Instagram account had been hacked, leading to thethat her private Instagram account had been hacked, leading to the
release and dissemination of her photographs, in a police reportrelease and dissemination of her photographs, in a police report
submitted to Purba Jadavpur police station on October 24, 2021. She thensubmitted to Purba Jadavpur police station on October 24, 2021. She then
sent a legal notice to the institution requesting copies of the guardian'ssent a legal notice to the institution requesting copies of the guardian's
complaint and records related to the committee meeting. She continuedcomplaint and records related to the committee meeting. She continued
by claiming that the school engaged in intentional character assassinationby claiming that the school engaged in intentional character assassination
and sexual harassment in the way it handled her departure. The assistantand sexual harassment in the way it handled her departure. The assistant
professor quit voluntarily, according to the university, which has deniedprofessor quit voluntarily, according to the university, which has denied
all of the claims. In the last week of October 2021, the lecturer retiredall of the claims. In the last week of October 2021, the lecturer retired
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3.Bilkis Bano Gang Rape Case-3.Bilkis Bano Gang Rape Case-

Following the burning of the Sabarmati train in Godhra on February 27,Following the burning of the Sabarmati train in Godhra on February 27,
2002, Gujarat had become turbulent. 49 karsevaks perished in the train,2002, Gujarat had become turbulent. 49 karsevaks perished in the train,
totaling 59. Bilkis Bano, who was five months pregnant at the time,totaling 59. Bilkis Bano, who was five months pregnant at the time,
abandoned her village of Randhikpur along with her three-and-a-half-year-abandoned her village of Randhikpur along with her three-and-a-half-year-
old daughter and 15 other family members out of fear for the outbreak ofold daughter and 15 other family members out of fear for the outbreak of
violence. They sought safety in the Chhaparvad neighbourhood. On theviolence. They sought safety in the Chhaparvad neighbourhood. On the
other hand, on March 3, they came under attack from a group of 20 to 30other hand, on March 3, they came under attack from a group of 20 to 30
persons carrying sickles, swords, and sticks. The 11 accused men were onepersons carrying sickles, swords, and sticks. The 11 accused men were one
of the assailants.of the assailants.

The attack was only survived by Bilkis, a male, and a three-year-old.The attack was only survived by Bilkis, a male, and a three-year-old.
According to numerous reports, Bilkis awoke three hours following theAccording to numerous reports, Bilkis awoke three hours following the
incident and, after obtaining clothing from an Adivasi woman, went to theincident and, after obtaining clothing from an Adivasi woman, went to the
Limkheda police station to file a case. Once in the Godhra rescue camp,Limkheda police station to file a case. Once in the Godhra rescue camp,
Bilkis was sent to a public hospital for a medical exam. The NationalBilkis was sent to a public hospital for a medical exam. The National
Human Rights Commission (NHRC) and Supreme Court both took up herHuman Rights Commission (NHRC) and Supreme Court both took up her
issue, and the latter subsequently requested that the CBI conduct a probe.issue, and the latter subsequently requested that the CBI conduct a probe.  

The trial got underway in Ahmedabad after the suspects in the case wereThe trial got underway in Ahmedabad after the suspects in the case were
detained in 2004. However, the supreme court shifted the case to Mumbaidetained in 2004. However, the supreme court shifted the case to Mumbai
after Bilkis voiced concerns that witnesses would be hurt and the evidenceafter Bilkis voiced concerns that witnesses would be hurt and the evidence
gathered by the CBI tampered with. In accordance with the Indian Penalgathered by the CBI tampered with. In accordance with the Indian Penal
Code, the Special CBI Court sentenced 11 defendants to life in jail onCode, the Special CBI Court sentenced 11 defendants to life in jail on
January 21, 2008 for planning to rape a pregnant lady, murder, andJanuary 21, 2008 for planning to rape a pregnant lady, murder, and
unlawful assembly. Due to a lack of evidence, the court cleared sevenunlawful assembly. Due to a lack of evidence, the court cleared seven
additional defendants. Judge Salvi referred to Bilkis' "courageousadditional defendants. Judge Salvi referred to Bilkis' "courageous
deposition as the turning point in the case," according to The Indiandeposition as the turning point in the case," according to The Indian
Express.Express.

The wire
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Nearly ten years later, in May 2017, the Bombay High Court upheld theNearly ten years later, in May 2017, the Bombay High Court upheld the
conviction and life sentences of 11 individuals in the gang rape case.conviction and life sentences of 11 individuals in the gang rape case.

The Supreme Court granted Bilkis compensation in 2019 in the amount ofThe Supreme Court granted Bilkis compensation in 2019 in the amount of
Rs 50 lakh, marking the first time it has happened in a case involving theRs 50 lakh, marking the first time it has happened in a case involving the
riots of 2002. The then Chief Justice of India Ranjan Gogoi, together withriots of 2002. The then Chief Justice of India Ranjan Gogoi, together with
Justices Deepak Gupta and Sanjiv Khanna, had penned the followingJustices Deepak Gupta and Sanjiv Khanna, had penned the following
statement for the Supreme Court: "It is extremely evident that whatstatement for the Supreme Court: "It is extremely evident that what
should not have happened has happened and the state has to makeshould not have happened has happened and the state has to make
compensation."compensation."  

Radheshyam Shah, one of the defendants, has applied to the Gujarat HighRadheshyam Shah, one of the defendants, has applied to the Gujarat High
Court for a reduction in the sentence under sections 432 and 433 of theCourt for a reduction in the sentence under sections 432 and 433 of the
Code of Criminal Procedure. The high court rejected his appeal whileCode of Criminal Procedure. The high court rejected his appeal while
stating that Maharashtra, not Gujarat, was the "proper authority" tostating that Maharashtra, not Gujarat, was the "proper authority" to
decide on his remission.decide on his remission.    

Shah then entered a plea in the Supreme Court, claiming that as of 1 AprilShah then entered a plea in the Supreme Court, claiming that as of 1 April
2022, he had served 15 years and 4 months in prison without being2022, he had served 15 years and 4 months in prison without being
released. According to Panchmahal Collector Sujal Mayatra, who served asreleased. According to Panchmahal Collector Sujal Mayatra, who served as
the group's chair, the Gujarat government constituted a committee afterthe group's chair, the Gujarat government constituted a committee after
the supreme court ordered it to investigate the possibility of his sentencethe supreme court ordered it to investigate the possibility of his sentence
being commuted. "A committee that was established a few months agobeing commuted. "A committee that was established a few months ago
decided unanimously to commute the sentences of all 11 defendants indecided unanimously to commute the sentences of all 11 defendants in
the case.the case.  

“We obtained the orders for their release yesterday after the state“We obtained the orders for their release yesterday after the state
administration approved the recommendation”, according to Mayatra. Onadministration approved the recommendation”, according to Mayatra. On
Monday, the 11 defendants in the Bilkis Bano case were released from theMonday, the 11 defendants in the Bilkis Bano case were released from the
Godhra sub-jail. Raj Kumar, the additional chief secretary for the home inGodhra sub-jail. Raj Kumar, the additional chief secretary for the home in
Gujarat, defended the choice, telling news outlet PTI that the SupremeGujarat, defended the choice, telling news outlet PTI that the Supreme
Court had asked the government to take into account the early release ofCourt had asked the government to take into account the early release of
these 11 convicts under the state's remission policy, which was in place atthese 11 convicts under the state's remission policy, which was in place at
the time they were found guilty in the case by the trial court. "These 11the time they were found guilty in the case by the trial court. "These 11
people were found guilty in 2008 in Mumbai by a special court. Gujarat hadpeople were found guilty in 2008 in Mumbai by a special court. Gujarat had
a remission programme in place at the time of the conviction that wenta remission programme in place at the time of the conviction that went
into force in 1992.into force in 1992.
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Because it was in existence at the time of the 2008 conviction, theBecause it was in existence at the time of the 2008 conviction, the
Supreme Court asked us to decide the release under the 1992 policy whenSupreme Court asked us to decide the release under the 1992 policy when
the matter came before it, Kumar told PTI. The Supreme Court asked us tothe matter came before it, Kumar told PTI. The Supreme Court asked us to
decide the release under that policy when the case reached that leveldecide the release under that policy when the case reached that level
because the 1992 policy was in existence when the conviction occurred inbecause the 1992 policy was in existence when the conviction occurred in
2008, Kumar told PTI. Gujarat changed and updated its prisoner remission2008, Kumar told PTI. Gujarat changed and updated its prisoner remission
policy in 2014. According to the top bureaucrat, there are specificpolicy in 2014. According to the top bureaucrat, there are specific
standards about which types of offenders can and cannot receive relief instandards about which types of offenders can and cannot receive relief in
that policy, which is now in effect.that policy, which is now in effect.
  
Inequality between men and women exists in India's economy and isInequality between men and women exists in India's economy and is
pervasive in all spheres of life, including politics, economics, health, andpervasive in all spheres of life, including politics, economics, health, and
education. These sectors have historically been dominated by men,education. These sectors have historically been dominated by men,
demonstrating how deeply ingrained sexism is in India. Even thoughdemonstrating how deeply ingrained sexism is in India. Even though
gender equality has reached new heights in the post-independence era,gender equality has reached new heights in the post-independence era,
several efforts have been made to close the gap and raise men and womenseveral efforts have been made to close the gap and raise men and women
to the same standard of living. In the modern era, women have taken anto the same standard of living. In the modern era, women have taken an
active role in the economy and labour force.active role in the economy and labour force.

For instance, 74% of the workforce in agriculture is made up of women.For instance, 74% of the workforce in agriculture is made up of women.
However, despite the active involvement of reformists and feminists whoHowever, despite the active involvement of reformists and feminists who
have been pushing for equal pay, there is a salary difference between menhave been pushing for equal pay, there is a salary difference between men
and women across the Indian economy. In terms of property ownershipand women across the Indian economy. In terms of property ownership
and credit lending, discrimination against women still exists.and credit lending, discrimination against women still exists.

DNA India
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This situation can be related to the patriarchal economic system thatThis situation can be related to the patriarchal economic system that
predominates in India: women have historically been excluded frompredominates in India: women have historically been excluded from
ownership of property because it is thought that men are the ones whoownership of property because it is thought that men are the ones who
carry on their generation and provide for the family, while women wouldcarry on their generation and provide for the family, while women would
simply rely on the income of men. Women also fall short in the businesssimply rely on the income of men. Women also fall short in the business
and public spheres. To give men and women equal chances, numerousand public spheres. To give men and women equal chances, numerous
government initiatives have been implemented.government initiatives have been implemented.
  
The number of employment held by women in the public sector hasThe number of employment held by women in the public sector has
increased as a result of reservations. The corporate sector underwentincreased as a result of reservations. The corporate sector underwent
adjustments as a result of this expanding trend. A woman was not to beadjustments as a result of this expanding trend. A woman was not to be
seen in the highest echelon of the corporate world earlier. The proportionseen in the highest echelon of the corporate world earlier. The proportion
of women working in these top industries has increased in recent years.of women working in these top industries has increased in recent years.
Despite changes and growth in the number of women working, they stillDespite changes and growth in the number of women working, they still
fall short in terms of the overall percentage of jobs. The reasons whyfall short in terms of the overall percentage of jobs. The reasons why
women still lag behind males despite an increase in opportunity andwomen still lag behind males despite an increase in opportunity and
affirmative action initiatives are hotly contested. I believe that the topic ofaffirmative action initiatives are hotly contested. I believe that the topic of
patriarchy would constantly come up in these discussions. I believe thatpatriarchy would constantly come up in these discussions. I believe that
patriarchy is so deeply ingrained in Indian society that no matter howpatriarchy is so deeply ingrained in Indian society that no matter how
hard one tries to elevate women to the status of men, patriarchy will stillhard one tries to elevate women to the status of men, patriarchy will still
keep them down. I firmly believe that nothing can bring about equalitykeep them down. I firmly believe that nothing can bring about equality
between men and women unless and until patriarchy is eliminated.between men and women unless and until patriarchy is eliminated.

Feminism requires precisely what patriarchy destroysFeminism requires precisely what patriarchy destroys
women: unimpeachable bravery in confronting malewomen: unimpeachable bravery in confronting male

power.- Andrea Dworkinpower.- Andrea Dworkin
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According to the theory of pluralism in political science, power in liberal
democracies should be distributed across a variety of economic and
ideological pressure groups rather than being held by a single elite or
group of elites. According to pluralism, diverse functional or cultural
groups within a community, such as religious organisations, labour
unions, professional associations, and racial minorities, should be allowed
to exercise their autonomy.
A group of authors, including Frederic Maitland, Samuel G. Hobson, Harold
Laski, Richard H. Tawney, and George Douglas Howard Cole, emphasised
pluralism most vehemently in England during the early 20th century as a
response to what they believed to be the alienation of the individual
under conditions of unrestrained capitalism. They asserted that it was
essential to place the person in a social setting that would give him a
sense of community, citing the mediaeval society's guilds, chartered cities,
villages, monasteries, and colleges as an illustration. Decentralization of
the economy and government could help modern industrial society's
drawbacks, according to pluralist theory. 

Embracing pluralism :Embracing pluralism :
the India waythe India way  

Written by Gargi Singh
Edited by Amna Lakdawala
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Additionally, they could be nonpartisan professional associations like the
American Bar Association or even social clubs like motorcycle riders.
Another significant method through which the public can participate in
politics besides voting is through interest groups.

The influence of an interest group is frequently clearly constrained in a
pluralistic society. An economic interest group might have some sway over
other connected industries or areas of business, but it would have
minimal control over interest organisations that, for instance, advocate
for worker rights. This is due to the possibility that their interests may
conflict or barely overlap. Similar to how an interest group of educators
could not have much influence over groups with commercial interests.

facebook

Many interest groups, or a formalised
collection of people with a shared
social feature or ideology, would
ideally share power in a pluralist
society. This common social trait or
worldview can apply to a variety of
interest groups, from business
concerns to unions that defend
workers' rights. Interest groups can
also be formed based on common
beliefs about a subject, such as
reproductive rights, racial or ethnic
identity, or both. 
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In contrast, some of the same economic interest groups might support
organisations or "think tanks" that, in turn, support that interest group
and give them influence. In this approach, a group's power is more
influenced by relationships with other interest groups than by
quantitative factors. Pluralists typically hold the view that the true power
brokers can only be identified through a broad range of actions and
outcomes, such as observing how lawmakers vote, what bills pass, and
who wins or loses. In a similar vein, pluralists believe that interest groups
can be identified by observing which group succeeds in gaining favourable
legislative representation or public perception through a similarly broad
range of interactions.

The Indian way 
Indian culture has always valued diversity and been pluralistic since the
beginning of its civilisational journey, Kerala Governor Arif Mohammed
Khan remarked in a speech. In a speech peppered with poems from the
Vedas and the Bhagwad Geeta, Khan said that India's democratic success
is not attributable to the Constitution, but rather to the country's long
standing practice of "spiritual democracy," which involves respecting
variety as a fundamental human right. Speaking of variety, he claimed
that India was a diverse nation because the country's ancient nobility,
who lived austere lives and committed their lives to learn, understood
that diversity is a natural law. During the fourth Atal Bihari Vajpayee
Memorial Lecture, which was sponsored by the India Foundation, Khan
stated that Indian culture has always been pluralistic and has valued
diversity.

"We don't accept. We acknowledge and respect all traditions. In his well-
known speech to the World Religions Parliament, Vivekananda remarked
that the 35 crore people of India begin their prayers with the words, "O
Lord," just as various rivers, rivulets, springs, and other bodies of water
begin at their source, a course in crooked ways, and eventually merge into
the sea.
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"We, humans, follow diverse pathways depending on the inherent
tendencies you gave us when you created us, but ultimately we blend into
you, O Lord". This has been the Indian mentality, according to Khan. Khan
questioned, "Shall our intellect accept this idea that we are running a
democracy in India with a continuous civilisation of more than 5,000
years?" 

Khan questioned, "Shall our intellect accept this idea that we are running
our government, our Constitution based on a borrowed idea? ", in an
attempt to explain why democracy prevailed in India with a "continuous
civilization of more than 5,000 years." Will it be successful? Khan
mentioned that democracy flourished in India because there existed a
culture of a constant spiritual democracy. 
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Contemporary Reflections of Pluralism in India 
In the mad rush to celebrate the 75th anniversary of India’s independence
with a slew of programmes, mandated by the government such as the
“Har Ghar Tiranga” campaign and personal commemorations by citizens, it
is worth taking out a few quiet moments to reflect – and do so with
honesty and humility – on what the nation has become and what it should
be as it marches towards the centenary of the momentous occasion in
2047. Citizens can and must, but India’s government, her political parties
and economic leaders, social influencers and opinion makers, all must
spend some time in this contemplation.

The goal since independence was to create a country that upheld the rule
of law, where everyone was treated equally and had a right to liberty and
justice, where governments were chosen democratically, and where
secularism and pluralism were valued. Although the phrase "secularism"
may have been introduced to the Constitution later, its fundamental
design unquestionably reinforced the concept from the start. This was
especially important because India had been divided along religious lines,
and independence had been bitter-sweet as a result of the bloody
Partition. The founders had to rise above the immediate pain and trauma
to purposefully create a country where divisions would never be possible
again to stabilize a society that was so torn apart and destroyed.

Therefore, diversity, multiculturalism, and secularism were more than just
ideals; they also helped lay the groundwork for what India would
eventually become through early investments in business, education, and
rights-based society. The foundation's tenacity and foresight allowed
India's tale to continue long into the twenty-first century. When India and
Pakistan, which were divided during the Partition, were compared until
recently, India was widely regarded as being superior to Pakistan in many
areas, and it was widely acknowledged that India's success story—while
characterised by discrimination against her weakest—was made possible
by her embrace of democracy, pluralism, and secularism.
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Is India still as diverse and secular at 75 as people once thought? Or have
these founding principles been forgotten as we get preoccupied with
hoisting flags provided by those in authority? These are some of the
questions which need to be addressed and answers to them can be found
in the due course of time and development in the country. 
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SHOULD THE ARMY BE KEPT 
OUT OF POLITICS?

”” War is the continuation of politics by other means” War is the continuation of politics by other means”

As per the Clausewitz Dictum mentioned above, it is clear that army andAs per the Clausewitz Dictum mentioned above, it is clear that army and
politics cannot be separated but the huge neglect of India’s security bypolitics cannot be separated but the huge neglect of India’s security by
various governments has been the main target by commentators forvarious governments has been the main target by commentators for
several years. This matter has been considered unworthy of time byseveral years. This matter has been considered unworthy of time by
various political leaders, so far, as it is not a ‘vote-catching’ issue for thevarious political leaders, so far, as it is not a ‘vote-catching’ issue for the
public.public.
There has been a dramatic shift in the past few years, with nationalThere has been a dramatic shift in the past few years, with national
security taking the main stage during the elections. Reassurance issecurity taking the main stage during the elections. Reassurance is
provided by many political parties’ manifestos, but it remains unseenprovided by many political parties’ manifestos, but it remains unseen
whether this topic is mere for vote garnering or is an actual matter ofwhether this topic is mere for vote garnering or is an actual matter of
concern by the several political parties.concern by the several political parties.

Written by Anmol Panwar    Edited by Ojaswita Saha
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Political leaders usually consider that the soldiers should remain in theirPolitical leaders usually consider that the soldiers should remain in their
barracks and must not intervene or refrain from participating inbarracks and must not intervene or refrain from participating in
government-related issues and governance. By implementing thegovernment-related issues and governance. By implementing the
civilian control of the army this is achieved better, exercised directly bycivilian control of the army this is achieved better, exercised directly by
elected representatives. This principle was though unfortunatelyelected representatives. This principle was though unfortunately
subverted after the post-independence. According to one of the famoussubverted after the post-independence. According to one of the famous
American scholars George Tanham, “The role and status according to theAmerican scholars George Tanham, “The role and status according to the
military, in India, is a clear manifestation of an unbalanced civil-militarymilitary, in India, is a clear manifestation of an unbalanced civil-military
equation. He traced its roots to Jawaharlal Nehru's pacifism and militaryequation. He traced its roots to Jawaharlal Nehru's pacifism and military
attitude. Nehru neglected the military and it thereby led to theattitude. Nehru neglected the military and it thereby led to the
downgrading of the military leadership along with the police and thedowngrading of the military leadership along with the police and the
civil servants. This Nehruvian legacy has survived successive regimes.civil servants. This Nehruvian legacy has survived successive regimes.
The military was completely excluded from important decision makingThe military was completely excluded from important decision making
and the matter of national security was always at the bottom of theand the matter of national security was always at the bottom of the
priority lists.priority lists.  

But a new contradicting phenomenon has been seen in the past fewBut a new contradicting phenomenon has been seen in the past few
years. There has been seen an increase in the process of downgradingyears. There has been seen an increase in the process of downgrading
the status of the military and forces, which unfortunately lead to thethe status of the military and forces, which unfortunately lead to the
overturning of the well-established relativities with the bureaucracy,overturning of the well-established relativities with the bureaucracy,
police and the subordinate services as well which not only embarrassedpolice and the subordinate services as well which not only embarrassed
the military but also hit their morale badly and lead to ineffectiveness inthe military but also hit their morale badly and lead to ineffectiveness in
their working.their working.  
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The inclusion of the army in political campaigns is the most serious issueThe inclusion of the army in political campaigns is the most serious issue
which has developed over the past few years. Military operationswhich has developed over the past few years. Military operations
especially those undertaken by the special forces cannot be underminedespecially those undertaken by the special forces cannot be undermined
but they are very rarely publicized. Political parties take unduebut they are very rarely publicized. Political parties take undue
advantage of such operations during election campaigning. Mostadvantage of such operations during election campaigning. Most
political parties tend to use the issue of national security to enhance thepolitical parties tend to use the issue of national security to enhance the
political capital of the party.political capital of the party.

Although the army serves the constitution with great determination,Although the army serves the constitution with great determination,
they remain apolitical and do not show any preference towards anythey remain apolitical and do not show any preference towards any
political party. This value system has been the backbone of the Indianpolitical party. This value system has been the backbone of the Indian
democratic system and a crucial element that has ensured peacefuldemocratic system and a crucial element that has ensured peaceful
transfer of powers post elections.transfer of powers post elections.

The army which is politicised, either it is loyal to one political party orThe army which is politicised, either it is loyal to one political party or
the other, could however begin participating in partisan politics. Athe other, could however begin participating in partisan politics. A
reverse process could be triggered by the appropriation of militaryreverse process could be triggered by the appropriation of military
achievements by the political parties, where a situation can happenachievements by the political parties, where a situation can happen
where the Generals could start initiating the military operation forwhere the Generals could start initiating the military operation for
pleasing the politicians.pleasing the politicians.

Although veterans have the same rights and the same privileges asAlthough veterans have the same rights and the same privileges as
normal citizens. They may even serve with the think tanks, can evennormal citizens. They may even serve with the think tanks, can even
engage in public debate and may also contribute their military expertiseengage in public debate and may also contribute their military expertise
to political campaigns. But, they need to remain aware of the fact thatto political campaigns. But, they need to remain aware of the fact that
the Constitution accords them the privilege of using military ranks inthe Constitution accords them the privilege of using military ranks in
perpetuity and a strong umbilical cord connects them to servingperpetuity and a strong umbilical cord connects them to serving
soldiers.soldiers.  

Follow us on : tetofficial.com 

The Economic Transcript      Special Edition 54

https://twitter.com/tet_mithibai?s=09
https://m.facebook.com/theeconomictranscript/
https://www.linkedin.com/company/theeconomictranscript/
https://www.instagram.com/the_economic_transcript/?hl=en


Similarly, the political parties, which eagerly enlist the veterans, withoutSimilarly, the political parties, which eagerly enlist the veterans, without
having enough long cooling period, cannot but may also send negativehaving enough long cooling period, cannot but may also send negative
signals to the personnel who are serving about the advantages ofsignals to the personnel who are serving about the advantages of
acquiring political ‘connections’ early in their career. So therefore toacquiring political ‘connections’ early in their career. So therefore to
keep democracy healthier and achieve its survival for the long period, itkeep democracy healthier and achieve its survival for the long period, it
is good to keep the Army out of Politics.is good to keep the Army out of Politics.

the wire
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INDIA’S TRAJECTORY
FOR FULFILLING

ENVIRONMENTAL
COMMITMENTS

Written by Shreya Shroff
Edited by Swastika Das
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The “panchamritas” are as followes -
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Social Media 
Marketing 

v/s 
Billboards

Written by Vidhi Dugar   
 Edited by Kushi Mayur
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Social Media Marketing can be understood as a platform or version
of digital marketing which gives power to the known social media
networks to achieve goals in relation to advertising and marketing.
It is a great form of marketing which is heavily used for to build a
connection with the audience, to help your respective brand grow
by increasing sales. Certain examples of social media marketing
would include promoting brand content on platforms like
Instagram, Facebook, Twitter, LinkedIn, Youtube etc. To raise the
exposure of a respective business, a brand can come up with
content which is relevant. This content would then be shared by the
users of a social media platform on their own Id. Social Media
Marketing is not only restricted to a specific area. People all over
the world can view the content of a brand. Because of this reason
the reach of the brand is extended to potential customers along
with employees who could be potentially hired. Social Media can act
as a tool for recruitment too.
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On the other hand, Billboard Marketing uses an advertisement
which is printed at a large-scale to promote a brand, company,
campaign or a service. The placement of a billboard is usually in
areas where there is high traffic. The reason behind this is that the
billboard would then get viewership from a very high number of
people who are driving their car and pedestrians too. Billboard
advertising is considered as an effective tool to create awareness
regarding your brand and making sure it reaches as many number
of individuals as possible. Billboard get the most number of views
because they are placed in areas which are busy constantly. Thus,
they are also considered as a good tool for marketing. To
understand the effectiveness of a billboard, it can be measured by
various factors which would include the number of individuals who
see on the basis of its location, do these individuals remember the
advertisement, the return on investment it gets and what is the
likelihood of it to create a sale or start a conversation. In order to
still have an effect on the audience, the billboards have had to
make changes over the years like the creation of digital billboards.
One of the best example for a recent type of digital billboard could
be the digital billboards put up in Times Square, in the city of New
York. In order to understand which type of marketing would suit
your brand in the best way, it would highly depend on the needs
and strategy of the brand. In this article we further investigate that
which type of marketing has created more impact - Social Media
Marketing or Billboards.

V/S
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One important aspect which should be considered for both would
be the target audience. With advertising or marketing through
billboards, it gets essentially limited to only those individuals who
pass the sign while driving or walking. Thus, billboards do not
consider a demographic specifically. Social Media Marketing, in
contrast, can very conveniently select an audience on the basis of
their areas of interest, location, age, gender and so on. They can
choose to target a very specific audience in accordance with needs
of the brand. With billboards, there is one disadvantage. Majority of
the individuals who pass the advertisement, do not even pay
attention to it or read it carefully. These reasons push the
advertisers to come up with an ad which would be easy to
understand for the “general public.” But if the brand chooses to use
social media marketing instead, their advertisement can be such
that it can act as a direct form of communication to the type of
individual who is the most likely to be attracted to the product or
service offered by the brand. 

Pinterest
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Another aspect which could be compared is tracking the
engagement caught by each of them. It is rather difficult to
evaluate the number of individuals who engaged with the billboard
advertisement. One could be put up a big QR code which is easily
scannable on the advertisement. This QR code would direct the
consumer to the brand’s website or simply just attach a web
address which would be specifically only for the billboard. If the
brand is not ready put in those extra efforts, then the brand cannot
evaluate the effectiveness of the billboard. With social media
marketing, it is very easy and convenient for the brand to evaluate
the effectiveness since the brand can generate an entire report for
the number of people who clicked on the advertisement, how many
of them saw it on their social media page and the exact number of
people who engaged on interacted with it. Another striking feature
which is included is that the brand can also track the amount of
sales received from a particular advertisement.

Pinterest
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Even though billboards have tried to evolve themselves for the past
few decades by transforming digitally, it is still quite difficult to
interact with potential customers. If the targeted audience has
certain queries about the brand, it is not possible to engage them
though billboard advertising. The question would remain in the
customer’s mind until they divert their focus towards the road. The
only possible way to have engagement through billboards would
require the audience to call the number mentioned on the
advertisement. Through social media, the brand can conduct
different kinds of campaigns to increase engagement. The brand
can reply to the comments on the advertisement and provide them
with required information instantly. For a brand to perform well, it
majorly depends on how the targeted audience feels about the
brand. One of the best ways to form an opinion about the business
or brand is to have a direct interaction with it. 

From all the details mentioned above, it is very clear that social
media marketing has token onver the branding or promoting a
product/service. Even though majority brands now depend on social
media marketing, billboards do work for a specific time and place.
When a particular brand has reached its maximum limit to increase
its reach on the internet and still has an abundance of funds, they
must opt for advertising through billboards. 
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One man's benefit atOne man's benefit at
  another's expenseanother's expense

Freebies v/s WelfareFreebies v/s Welfare
Written by Manismrita Tiwari       Edited by Amna Lakdawala
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Public Sector Undertakings, or PSUs, are government-owned
businesses in India. Additionally, the term "public sector enterprises"
is frequently used to refer to them. These are the corporations in
which the Government of India owns a considerable paid share capital
or at least 51%. In India, PSUs or public sector undertakings are very
important factors that contribute to the country's economic
development. In the case of any private sector business, the primary
goal is profit maximisation; this is not the case with PSUs.

Unemployment: The role 
of the PSUs

 in job creation

Written by Saba Godiwala        Edited by Janvi Gupta 

PSU Watch

Follow us on : tetofficial.com 

The Economic Transcript      Special Edition 74

https://twitter.com/tet_mithibai?s=09
https://m.facebook.com/theeconomictranscript/
https://www.linkedin.com/company/theeconomictranscript/
https://www.instagram.com/the_economic_transcript/?hl=en


Why were PSUs introduced ?
Due to long-term slavery, wealth inequality, regional economic
imbalance, and high unemployment, post-independence India faced
major socioeconomic and financial problems. Additionally, a weak
industrial foundation, lack of investments, inadequate infrastructure,
untrained human resources, and technology challenges all worked
together to try to undermine the fundamentals of operating a
successful India.

As a result, the public sector in India was seen as a mechanism for
ensuring its independence and helping to maintain sustainable
economic growth. Many modifications and new rules have been
implemented throughout the years, allowing PSU firms in India to
make greater contributions to the stability and economic well-being
of the country.

Role of PSUs in the Indian Economy
Given the socioeconomic and demographic realities of India, it is
challenging to imagine an economy without public enterprises. The
industry is well established in the domestic economy, and corporate
operations are now integrated into everyday life for the common
people. 

With the aid of numerous public sector businesses, India's industrial
development made a significant step toward success after
independence. Their responsibilities were reevaluated in 1991 after
several instances of inefficiency and unproductive behaviour in the
management of the public sectors were identified. There have been
instances where businesses suffered significant losses as a result of
inefficiency and disorganisation. However, public sectors have long
been in charge of a number of crucial areas that have improved
India's economic standing.

Among many others, BHEL, State Bank of India, ONGC, Indian Oil Corp,
Oil India, Steel Authority of India, and Bharat Electronics are some of
the biggest and most successful PSUs in India.
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SDG 8: Promote sustained, inclusive and sustainable economic growth,
full and productive employment and decent work for all.

By offering high-quality education, sustainability programmes,
lifelong learning, scientific research, and volunteer work, PSU links its
goal with the Sustainable Development Goals. PSUs assist in attaining
SDG 8, which focuses on creating employment opportunities, which in
turn helps a nation's financial resources grow.

The job sector in the nation has been significantly impacted by the
public sector. They offer a wide range of opportunities, fostering the
development of the Indian economy and society. The main obstacle to
progress has been unemployment, and in India, the public sector plays
a crucial role in meeting the demand for substantial job creation.
Government support for workers' living and working conditions is also
advantageous.

Wealth can be concentrated in the hands of a few in the private
sector. This could lead to the concentration of economic power and
monopolistic tendencies. The public sector helps to keep this under
control. Millions of jobs are created by the public sector to combat
India's obvious unemployment issue. Both the general public and a
significant number of employees share in the profits made by a public
firm. The recovery of some economic equality is facilitated by this.

GIS Consortium India Pvt. Ltd. 
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PSUs' contribution to job creation
There is no doubt that the expansion of the public sector has resulted
in the emergence of opportunities for lucrative employment.
Investments in the public sector have had a multiplier effect on other
sectors of the economy in addition to their primary function of
creating employment opportunities. This has been quite
advantageous and, as a result, has improved the nation's overall
employment situation over time. Only 1.82 lakh workers were
engaged by public firms from 1960–1961. This number increased by
385% to 7.01 lakh in 1971–1972 (except for casual workers). The total
number of people employed in these industries in 2011–2012 is 13.98
lakh. 

When facing challenging economic conditions in the early 1990s, the
Indian government turned to disinvestment as a viable economic
option. It quickly evolved into a full-fledged economic plan, and India's
tendency followed the shift in global priorities toward privatisation
and profit-making. However, people are gradually waking up to new
economic realities. a situation in which a company's increased
profitability is not always associated with an increase in employment.
As the term "fourth industrial revolution" is frequently used to
describe it, this era is marked by innovation and technological
improvements but not always by an increase in employment.

The majority of jobs in the organised sector are still held by the public
sector. But for the numerous Maharatnas and Navtratnas of the
nation to continue to be a strong economic backbone and support the
government's initiatives to create more jobs in the future, a way must
be found to balance the need for a company to be financially sound
with its capacity to create jobs.
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A business daily recently examined the patterns in corporate earnings
in India, and the results revealed some information that is important
to note. In FY05, six of the top ten and twelve of the top twenty most
profitable companies were PSUs but by the end of H1 of FY22, there
were only three and seven of these PSUs respectively.

While this highlights the development of healthy competition
between public and private sector businesses in India, it also
highlights the high profitability and wealth creation by PSUs, which is
a double blessing because PSUs, unlike private businesses, routinely
provide social services and jobs to underprivileged classes
(reservations).

Employment in the public sector has the potential to lead to resource
redistribution. Governments may implicitly transfer funds from the
more advantaged regions of the same economy to pay for those
positions when, for instance, they add more public sector employees
in regions that are generally less advantaged, with more
unemployment and lower incomes. This occurs when public sector pay
is more uniform and tax collection is comparatively centralised.
Additionally, the composition of the economy is significantly impacted
by the addition of jobs in the public sector.

Increasing employment in the public sector can help to stabilise the
economy in economically struggling areas or during recessions by
reducing unemployment in the short term. Demand in other economic
sectors, such as private services, can be generated by employment in
the public sector. Employment in the public sector promotes fair
policies, such as supporting the hiring of underrepresented or
underprivileged groups.
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Speaking at an event, Ministry of Petroleum & Natural Gas Secretary
Tarun Kapoor claimed that the PSUs have contributed significantly to
the growth of the nation and would continue to do so. PSUs have
generated jobs. They have produced money for the nation and
distributed dividends to stockholders. PSUs serve as manpower
training facilities. The expansion of the private sector was due to the
skilled labour that PSUs were providing. Because all PSUs work with
public funds, they are significantly more transparent than businesses
in the private sector.

In terms of job growth in FY18, PSUs outperformed private businesses.

Financial Express

PSUs give the government considerable leverage to influence the
economy because they are the biggest businesses in the nation. To
achieve the desired socio-economic goals, they intervene either
directly or indirectly. The nation's economy is significantly steered
properly by PSUs.

An emerging economy with a limited or nonexistent public sector will
find it challenging to have sustained economic growth, according to a
recent study by The Economist magazine. One such economy is the
Philippines. The ability of government-owned businesses to put their
long-term economic interests ahead of short-term profit
maximisation allows them to invest in local assets and resources.
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Taking the nation's current socioeconomic structure into
consideration, the Indian economy might lose its vibrancy in absence
of public sector enterprises. However, there is a pressing need to solve
the sector's inefficiencies and constraints. The only solution might not
be the simple privatisation of every public sector entity. Instead, it is
necessary to take a fresh look at the functions of public sector
undertakings in India that can generate employment.
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Has the IAS let the country down? I'd prefer a booming "no" for the
response. But that isn't the case, much to my chagrin. The IAS is
currently viewed by the general people as an elitist, self-serving, status
quo-maintaining group of bureaucrats who are out of touch with reality,
wallow in their privileges and social standing, and lack the conviction to
stand up for what is right.

This is not how it always was. In the middle of the 1970s, all a chief
minister had to do to defend their administration from an opposition
charge of fraud or scandal was to stand up in the Assembly and declare
that an IAS officer would be sent to look into the situation. That was
adequate to end the discussion. A CM would probably be booed today if
they stated that.

It is challenging to pinpoint the exact beginning of the deterioration. The
IAS, which replaced the colonial era's ICS soon after Independence, was
viewed as a domestic solution to the immense challenge of nation-
building in a nation starting an unprecedented experiment of
establishing democracy in a backward, illiterate community.

Written by Gargi Dave      Edited by Madiha Tariq
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Administrative System in India
 

The framework and institutions the British constructed while in power
have influenced administration in India. However, India had a formal
administrative framework before the arrival of the British.
Chandragupta Maurya's administration is covered in full in Kautilya's
Arthashastra. Equally significant are the Gupta Dynasty, the Mughal
Empire, and Chatrapati Shivaji Maharaj's contribution to the political
structure. In India, the British imposed a centralised administrative
structure. Several significant laws, including the Government of India
Act of 1909, the Government of India Act of 1919, and the Government of
India Act of 1935, were used to put this into effect.

India declared itself to be a Union of States with a federal framework
after gaining independence. It chose to practise parliamentary
democracy. The broad values and objectives outlined in the Indian
Constitution serve as the primary guiding principles for the Indian
Administrative System. All of the politicians, ministers, bureaucrats, and
others participating in the administration process use these values as
their compass. Liberty, equality, justice, fraternity, and secularism are
examples of these principles.

india.gov.in
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Several ministries carry out the Central Government's operations at
the national level (departments). There are ministries for agriculture,
health, housing, and defence, among others. A minister is in charge
of each ministry (or department). The administrative apparatus,
sometimes known as the bureaucracy, sits beneath the minister. In
addition to the ministries, there are other organisations including
the National Commission for Backward Classes, the Union Public
Service Commission, and the Election Commission. These also call for
bureaucrats or administrators.

Let's first attempt to understand India's administrative structure.
Indian governance must be understood on two levels:

(1) The first is India's federal system of government, which includes
three levels of administrative structure: national, state, and local. 

(2) The second mentions the three branches of government : the
executive, legislative branch, and judicial branches. The Prime Minister
and the Council of Ministers make up the executive. The ministries are
managed by these ministers. Legislation is passed by the Legislature
(the Center's Parliament and each State's Assembly), which is also
responsible for overseeing the executive's activities. The judiciary's role
is to analyse cases and render judgments.

 
How does the administration function?

 

insightsonindia.com
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Other ministries and commissions carry out government activities at
the state level as well. Similar to the Central government, each State
ministry is led by a minister and staffed by bureaucrats.

Urban and rural administrations are the two categories of local
government. The Collector is the top administrative official at the
district level. The Municipal Commissioner, often known as the
Municipality or Municipal Corporation, is in control of big cities. In
rural areas, the Tehsildar is responsible for administration at the
Tehsil level.

The political establishment and the executive branch have a close
relationship. At the federal and state levels, the Ministers are in
charge of the Ministries and Departments. The political elite and the
administrative apparatus are intertwined at the local level as well.
For instance, in rural areas, the Sarpanch, the Chairperson of the
Panchayat Samiti, and the President of the Zilla Parishad are in
regular communication with the administration. Municipal
Corporation and the Municipal Council in urban areas have elected
members who interact with the executive branch.

Government-conducted competitive examinations are used to fill all
administrative positions at all levels. The UPSC and Staff Selection
Commission are the organisations in charge of conducting these
tests at the federal level. These tests are administered at the state
level by the State Public Service Commission.

The administrative system adheres to the political neutrality
principle. They must uphold the constitution, not any one political
party.
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Red tapism: Red tape is a term used to describe overly strict
adherence to formal rules or excessive regulation that is deemed
unnecessary, bureaucratic, and impediments to action or decision-
making. In other words, these are onerous regulations that don't
offer anything to society. It consists of pointless paperwork, licence
requirements, decision-making processes involving several persons
or committees, and other minor regulations that slow down and
complicate business operations.

Lack of professionalism: To pass the exam or land the job of their
choice, UPSC CSE candidates must complete a massive syllabus that
includes history, geography, the Indian polity and economy, science
and technology, disaster management, etc. They tend to become laid
back once they're hired because of job security. They aren't overly
concerned with their overall performance rating because the
penalties aren't severe enough.

Generalist approach: Throughout their lengthy careers, bureaucrats
hold positions in a variety of ministries and departments within the
state or the union government. They may lack sufficient knowledge
of that ministry or department, in which case they must first
educate themselves before making policy recommendations to the
government. IAS official and former UPSC chairman Anil Swarup
jokingly recall how it was suggested to him to watch "Gangs of
Wasseypur" when he was appointed coal secretary.

Lack of public service spirit : People join the civil service because of
the benefits or their social standing. They fail to consider the
negative aspects, such as long hours, reporting to work even on
weekends and holidays, sacrificing family time, etc. Even the training
simply teaches them "what" and "how" to do it; it doesn't explain
"why."

Causes of decay
 

Apart from isolationism, more problems mar the bureaucracy :
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Rationalize the service to lessen service integration and overlapping.
It's important to promote lateral entrances. Lateral entrants
included A. P. J. Abdul Kalam (Missile), Vikram Sarabhai (Atomic
energy), Verghese Kurian (White Revolution), M.S. Swaminathan
(Green Revolution), Sam Pitroda (Telecommunications), and Nandan
Nilekani (AADHAR and ONDC).
A privately run train has been flagged off from Coimbatore under the
Bharat Gaurav scheme to promote tourism, as an example of
outsourcing some services to the private sector for improved public
service. 
Recruitment schemes should be designed to check the ethical and
moral standards of the candidates as well as their willingness to
learn.

Solution: 
 

Recruitment stage :

Counterview
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Must incorporate teaching programmes on ethical and moral
elements to keep bureaucrats current with new technological
advances and shifting social expectations.
Regular evaluation: 
Giving public workers a clear set of objectives and providing
incentives for them to meet them.
Introduce SPARROW (Smart Performance Appraisal Report Recording
Online Window) at both the central and state levels.
Forced retirement for officers who don't perform well.

Training stage :

 The Economic Times
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THE INDIAN
DREAM : 25-YEAR

PLAN BY 
PM MODI

Written by Alan Joseph Benny
Edited by Amna Lakdawala
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On the occasion of India completing 75 years of Independence, Prime
Minister Narendra Modi unveiled a development strategy for the nation,
which he termed ‘Panchpran’, in his August 15th address after unfurling
the Tricolour as India looks forward to facing an increasingly complex
and multipolar world. In his speech, PM Modi acknowledged the
sacrifices of Mahatma Gandhi, Dr. B.R. Ambedkar, Bhagat Singh, and
many others who sacrificed their lives for the freedom struggle, while
pointing out the potential of Indian society. 

Unlike the famous ‘American Dream’ which is rooted in individual social
mobility through hard work and determination, PM Modi’s explanation
for an ‘Indian Dream’ reflects an ethos that looks to uplift the Indian
society as a whole by focussing on issues and problems that the whole
country faces. 

live mint
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India, according to PM Modi, has to focus on 5 main areas: -

Bigger resolves for a developed India ; just as how our freedom fighters
resolved for an Independent India. The youth of the nation are urged to
work for the nation’s development.

Freedom from servitude and slavery ; shedding colonial prejudices and
not seeking validation. Growing out of language barriers.

Pride in Indian heritage ; connecting to our roots and showing the world
solutions to major problems.

Unity by celebrating diversity ; with equality being the cornerstone of
India’s progress. United by the mantra of ‘India First’. Respect for
women, equality of genders and the importance of ‘Nari Shakti’.

Fulfilment of duties as a citizen of India ; ingraining discipline among
citizens, saving water and electricity to achieve national goals quickly.

Studying these very aspirational and grand strategies to uplift India, we
can observe patterns of how these relate to talks about a “Vishwa Guru
India” at 100 years of Independence, that is, how India can act as a giver
of knowledge, showcasing an alternative to Westernization. With this,
PM Modi is attempting to position India in the centre of the world stage
in the coming years, just as how America has shaped global politics in
the last century, and how the British Empire and other colonial powers
have controlled global dynamics for over 400 years. 

 

1.

2.

3. 

4.

5.
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The concept of India ‘regaining’ its former glory is a common diatribe of
PM Modi for the last 9 years. Touting India as having untapped potential
is an indicator of promoting its dominance as a cultural soft power in the
future. However, India’s position in the world is, to a great degree,
determined by how its citizens are living their day-to-day lives.
According to the International Monetary Fund, India is the 5th largest
economy in the world, with a nominal GDP of $2.651 trillion, and has the
3rd highest purchasing power parity (PPP) among all countries. Reflecting
on its growth from a former colony with a fragile economy having little to
no capital and infrastructure, to taking over the United Kingdom in terms
of GDP is no mean feat. But, the Per-Capita Income of India ($2601, 2022
IMF estimates), by which it placed 142nd in the world, provides us with a
better picture of how much we have to improve. Also, the vicious cycle of
poverty that results in conspicuous consumption and low savings, leading
to low capital formation is a phenomenon India hasn’t escaped out of. This
lack of savings can be partially blamed on the poor infrastructure of
banking systems in India, but the rising inflation rates due to the
Government of India’s deficit financing also account for it. 

unitus ventures
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This holds us back as a nation in the long run because for real
development to happen, there should be money in our financial systems
through investments, for which effective mobilization of savings is the
need for the hour. Poverty is still characteristic of Indian society: a sizable
rural population lives below the poverty line, and even those above it as
not necessarily have access to basic resources. This is an issue that India
inherits from her colonial past, in which the British Empire is said to have
looted nearly $ 45 trillion. India’s top 1% hold more than 73% of all the
wealth, thereby showing how ineffective measures have been to reduce
inequality and how big a problem tax evasion is in developing countries
like India. One of the most pressing issues haunting India’s young
population is the prevalence of unemployment across the nation, with the
number of young graduates who cannot find a job increasing year by year. 
Despite PM Modi highlighting the need to eradicate corruption and
nepotism, in a veiled dig at the opposition, these same issues affect the
ruling party too, with several ministers and prominent members of
parliament facing numerous allegations of embezzlement, fraud, and even
criminal charges. Equitable access to healthcare and education remains a
dream for people from lower economic backgrounds, with marginalized
communities facing the additional issue of social ostracization. 

QED Investors
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However, India’s aspirations to be a world leader should not only be
examined by assessing if and how it can achieve it, but also what is the
reason for this push to project India as a ‘saviour’ of sorts. PM Modi is
trying to give his take on the national aspiration for India by restating
euphemisms to eradicate complex social issues like inequality, which are
ingrained in Indian society. He intends to draw upon the values of India’s
cultural heritage and civilization for the philosophical foundations of the
‘Panchpran’ strategy. Also, we can find it taking inspiration from the
same developmental and progressive attitudes of the makers of the Indian
Constitution. 

However, India’s dominance on the world stage is unlikely if it does not
confront its domestic issues and attempts to give clear guidelines to work
through them in the near future. 

Al Jazeera Group

We can observe a troubling change in the rhetoric of politicians about
India’s position in the world in the past decade. Pandit Jawarharlal
Nehru’s ideology of a democratic world where India too will have a
prominent position is largely abandoned for jingoistic lectures on it being
a leading power and gaining respect from other countries. To support this,
narratives surrounding how the world is beginning to completely depend
on India are peddled, such as the debacle about how we stopped the export
of wheat when in reality it’s because the officials fear a shortage in the
future. 
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The idea of India ‘taking over’ the world and the widespread adoption of
Indian culture are centred around the age-old ideas of hierarchy and
control, the same kind that fuelled colonial rule for centuries. Rather,
India should strive to uplift other countries in their development,
especially fellow nations that have suffered under colonial rule, while
working on its process of transformation into a developed nation. India’s
cultural power as a ‘Vishwa Guru’ follows through if we can transform
economically, socially, and culturally as a nation. 

The government needs to work on creating platforms to solve India’s most
pressing concerns with a multi-dimensional approach. It is estimated that
India needs a massive income growth of 8.9% per year to become a
developed nation in 25 years. Therefore, to realize the dream of
transforming India, we should focus on systemically eradicating our
major problems and work towards a progressive attitude of helping rather
than dominating countries.
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While the world was still recovering from the unprecedented COVID-19
Pandemic, it has been challenged with yet another drawback, the
Russia-Ukraine War, causing a huge impact on the global supply chain,
bringing about catastrophic food, fuel, and gas shortages around the
world. Closer to home, several factors such as a badly affected tourism
industry, misgovernance, corruption, tax cuts, and a policy to shift to
organic farming have pushed Sri Lanka into bankruptcy. Bangladesh and
Pakistan have also been forced to approach the IMF for a financial
bailout package. To add to this, the recent visit of Nancy Pelosi, the US
House of Representatives Speaker, to Taiwan has heightened tensions
between China and the US, two economic and nuclear superpowers.
China’s reaction to this visit will further affect the South-East Asian
region and all economies that trade with the three countries. Global
economic growth, as per the International Monetary Fund (IMF), is
expected to slow down from around 6.1% in 2021 to a meagre 3.6% in
2022-23. The WHO has declared the current Monkeypox outbreak (more
than 23,000 cases reported from 83 countries), a Global Health
Emergency. With this, it is appropriate to acknowledge that we are
headed toward one of the worst economic crises of recent times. The
question that now arises is, how will India, the fastest growing major
economy in the world (8.7% growth in GDP in the financial year 2021-22
according to the NSO), be affected and handle this mess?

Written by  Attrishu Bordoloi 
Edited by Marsha Balani
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Indian Economy Post Covid-19
On the 24th of March, 2020, Prime Minister Narendra Modi announced a
nationwide lockdown for 21 days to curb the spread of the novel
coronavirus. This lockdown was extended several times and gradually
relaxed in phases, over several months, essentially limiting economic
activity in the country for more than a year and having devastating
effects on the already slowing down Indian economy. Around 140 million
people lost their jobs and many others got lower salaries. Retail inflation
jumped to more than 6% in 2020-21 and eased down to 5.2% during 2021-
22. The World Inequality Report noted that post-COVID, inequality rose
in India such that the top 10% of the population now earns 57% of the
total national income, and within this 10%, the top 1% constitutes 22%
of the national income. Indian Rupee, however, managed to stay strong
against the US Dollar despite the domestic challenges. It touched a
record low of Rs. 76.92/$ in March of 2020 when the lockdown was
announced, but measures undertaken by the RBI helped it close at
around Rs. 74/$ at the end of 2020.

India’s Employment Scenario 
Presently, the unemployment rate has been constantly rising, with an
increase from 7.1% in May to 7.8% in June, and Haryana topped the list
with an unemployment rate of 30.6%. July saw a slight drop in the rate
to 6.8%. Analysts expect this rate to be around 8% by the end of this
quarter, and to be close to 6.5% in 2023. The Modi Government’s various
schemes like Ayushman Bharat, Prime Minister's Employment
Generation Programme (PMEGP), SMILE scheme for Support for
Marginalised Individuals for Livelihood and Enterprise, and Garib Kalyan
Rozgar Abhiyaan for migrant workers have made only decent success.
The PMEGP Scheme generated over 8.25 lakh jobs in FY21-22 as stated by
the Ministry of Micro, Small, and Medium Enterprises (MSME). However,
these jobs were supported via low-interest loans provided under the
scheme and benefitted units may or may not be able to sustain in the
long run. A study by the Khadi and Village Industries Commission
reported that 57% of the beneficiaries had been negatively affected
post-pandemic and their units were permanently shut down.
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Figure 1. i. Overall Unemployment Rates in 2022-23

Note: i) The vertical axis shows unemployment rates. The horizontal axis
shows consecutive months in the year 2022-23. ii) The first column from the
left shows India’s projected annual unemployment rate for 2022-23.

 
Figure 1. ii.State-wise Unemployment Rates in 2022-23

Note: i) The vertical axis shows unemployment rates. The horizontal axis
consists of all the states in India. ii) The first column from the left shows
India’s overall unemployment rate for 2022-23.

Centre for Monitoring Indian Economy (CMIE)

Centre for Monitoring Indian Economy (CMIE)
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Inflation and Rigid Taxes
High goods and Service Tax (GST) recently imposed on essentials like
hospital beds, loose grains, and cereals have been heavily criticised and
will make the lower strata of the society unable to afford necessities to
survive. April 2022 witnessed WPI at a record high of 15.38% and retail
inflation at its highest in eight years at 7.79%. To make up for the high
raw material costs, most FMCG companies are choosing to keep their
product prices unchanged, while downsizing their packets, thereby
giving rise to ‘shrinkflation’. The price of petrol peaked in May 2022 at
Rs. 105.45, out of which 30-50% is central and state tax. This surge in
price is also partly due to the global rise in crude oil prices post Russia’s
invasion of Ukraine pushing oil companies to pass its effect on the
consumers. This war continuing for longer would mean more sanctions
on Russia, resulting in a greater demand for oil from the Gulf. We can
hence expect global fuel prices to rise even further, consequently
swelling the domestic price levels. With such a state of affairs already,
the effect of an impending greater international economic recession on
the country could be alarming.

Figure 2. i. Inflation Rates in India over the last 5 Years

Note: The vertical axis shows Inflation rates. The horizontal axis shows the 5
previous consecutive years.

The Ministry of Statistics and Programme Implementation ( MOSPI )
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Figure 2. ii. Inflation Rates in India 2022-23

Note: The vertical axis shows Inflation rates. The horizontal axis shows
subsequent months for the past 1 year.

Note: ‘Shrinkflation’ is the process of downsizing the packaging of goods,
‘shrinking’ the size or quantity sold or reducing the quality of the product
while their prices remain the same.

The Ministry of Statistics and Programme Implementation ( MOSPI )
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International Relations and Trade
India’s political relations with its neighbours are not the smoothest at
the moment. With Pakistan, the country continues to have
confrontations frequently. China has been resorting to hostility and
encroaching over Indian territories in the North and northeast. Its
research vessel, ‘Yuan Wang 5’, was scheduled to stop at the
Hambantota port of Sri Lanka, built and leased by the Chinese, for
“space-tracking, satellite control, and research tracking in the north-
western part of the Indian Ocean region” on August 11. India believes
China’s motive behind this visit is to build a military base at the
commercial port with a poor traffic and growth rate. The disapproval of
the Indian authorities has made the Lankan Government block the
Chinese ship’s visit indefinitely. The Government has often taken steps
to reduce trade with the ‘factory of the world', citing its territorial
conflicts, alleged low quality of products, and violation of human and
labour rights. In December 2021, India imposed high duties on five
Chinese goods, including certain chemicals and aluminium products to
safeguard the interests of the local manufacturers. Since late 2020, more
than 320 Chinese apps have been banned in India in response to border
tensions. Policies like Atmanirbhar Bharat and Make in India have been
promoted to make the country self-reliant and reduce dependency on
imports. The Minister of State in the Ministry of Commerce and Industry,
specified in the Lok Sabha that a complete ban on Chinese goods was
not possible as trade measures have to comply with the WTO. However,
data shows a spike of 61% in trade between the countries in 2021. In
these unsteady conditions, India must be ready to deal with the
economic repercussions of further escalation. 
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Figure 3. China’s Exports to India

Note: The vertical axis shows China’s exports to India; in US dollars. The
horizontal axis shows consecutive months for the past 1 year.

Taiwan is one of the richest and most technologically advanced
countries in Asia. The Taiwan Semiconductor Manufacturing Company
(TSMC) is the world’s largest chip and semiconductor manufacturer in
the world. Most of the global semiconductor needs (63% of the
semiconductor market) are met by Taiwan. India is the 13th largest
importer of semiconductors, having imported more than $2.38 billion in
the past financial year. It has been battling a semiconductor crisis since
2020 and the Indian automotive industry has been suffering from a huge
shortage hampering its manufacturing and causing buyers to wait long
periods to get their cars. Indo-Taiwan bilateral trade stood at more than
$ 7 billion in FY2021-22.

China Customs; The General Administration of Customs China. (GACC)
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India company Vedanta and Taiwanese Hon Hai Technology Group
‘Foxconn’, signed an MoU in February of 2020 to start a joint venture
company producing semiconductors in India. A total of $20 billion of
planned investment now looms under uncertainty as China has started
conducting military drills and firing ballistic missiles close to the
Taiwanese border. It is of utmost importance for the Government to
now look for alternatives to help India meet its chip and semiconductor
demands. A $10 billion plan had been approved by the Modi Government
in December 2020 that aimed at incentivising domestic as well as
international semiconductor and display manufacturers to produce in
India. However, if more urgent steps are not taken, the chip and
semiconductor supply have the potential to come to a halt any day,
leaving automotive companies with no way out. The supply of electrical
machinery, nuclear reactors and certain organic chemicals which are
some of the products imported from Taiwan will be affected, giving rise
to further inflation.

Figure 3. India’s Imports from Taiwan

Note: The vertical axis shows India's imports from Taiwan; in INR Billion. The
horizontal axis shows 5 consecutive previous years.

 Reserve Bank of India (RBI)
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Overall Assessment and The Way Ahead
The World Bank has cut India’s economic growth forecast to 7.5% for the
fiscal year 22-23. “Growth is expected to slow further to 7.1% in 2023-24
back towards its longer-run potential” the bank stated. Economists
believe that even though the world might be going through a tough
time, the Indian economy is still strong. The rupee might have been
under pressure for the past few months, touching its all-time lowest at
Rs. 80/$, because of the increase in global inflation and crude oil prices,
but the RBI has adequate foreign exchange reserves to save it from
depreciating further. International conflicts and clashes are unlikely to
adversely affect the Indian rupee due to its neutral stance in such cases.
However, it must be ready with alternatives to meet its import demands
either via other countries or through self-reliance. Domestically, the
high unemployment rates indicate a trend of ‘jobless growth’ which can
harm the economy in the long run. The rate of unemployment in the
country is expected to be at around 8% by the end of this quarter, and
analysts project it to tend towards 6.5% in 2023. Poverty and
unemployment have been historically proven to give rise to hate crimes
and civil unrest and therefore poverty alleviation measures should be
given utmost priority. Critically acclaimed and successful schemes like
MGNREGA can be tailored to fit today’s rural workers. GST should be
lowered from essential items and food grains to not push the middle
class into poverty. Labour laws must be revised to secure better working
conditions and wages. Funds must be allocated in a way that stimulates
investment and develops human capital. Almost 80% of the total 446.72
crores dedicated towards the ‘Beti Bachao Beti Padhao’ Campaign from
2016-19, has been spent on media advertisements. The Government’s
strategy at this hour should be to enhance the existing and upcoming
labour population to be able to stand at an internationally competitive
level. Eight major foreign carmakers have left the Indian markets in the
last five years, due to high taxes and heavy complicated regulations. A
healthy trading environment with relaxed tax policies must be nurtured
to make India more attractive to foreign investors, and generate more
job opportunities within the country. 
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Infrastructure must be further developed, with a focus on not just
manufacturing but also the service sector, which contributes over 50%
of India’s GDP. Agriculture and small cottage industries should be given
the impetus to develop. 

The near future is sceptical for the world economy. Underdeveloped and
developing nations are nothing but standing stakeholders observing the
‘Superpowers’ exhibit their arts of war. It is pivotal for India’s
Government to promptly study the tense atmosphere and take timely,
necessary steps to prevent the country from being economically
harmed, and strive for India to emerge victorious out of this dark hour. 
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THE SECOND
PANDEMIC - CRIME
AGAINST WOMEN IN
SOUTH AFRICA

Written by  Arhaan Siddiqui
Edited by Amna Lakdawala
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The Krugersdorp Incident

On 28 July 2022 near a mine dump in Krugersdorp a small town west of
Johannesburg took place a horrendous incident which has shaken the whole
nation from its roots. A gang of gunmen belonging to the Zama Zama miners
allegedly broke into a music video shoot and attacked the cast and crew
while they were offloading equipment and preparing the set robbing them
of equipment and valuables worth R1.5 million. In addition to this, they gang
raped 8 young women belonging to the cast, robbing them of their dignity
and destroying their lives adding to the series of violent crimes against
women prevalent in South Africa. 
Police Minister Bheki Cele while responding to the incident told a press
briefing "What happened in Krugersdorp is just a shame of the nation, some
of those destructions are permanent with those kids”. In his weekly
newsletter, President Cyril Ramaphosa said the “horrible acts of brutality
are an affront to the right of women and girls to live and work in freedom
and safety” and he declared “rapists have no place in our society”. The police
responded swiftly arresting more than 84 Zama Zama miners as criticism of
them for being incompetent is rising with the rising crime rates in the
country. 

News24
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Who are the Zama Zama ?

Zama Zama is a group of illegal immigrant miners living in extreme poverty,
working in the gold and various mines of South Africa. A majority of them
have migrated from Zimbabwe and Malawi. Zama Zama refers to the people
‘who keep on trying’ and ‘the people who risk things’. They form the majority
portion of the unorganised workforce of South Africa working hard in their
pursuit of survival for meagre earnings. In recent times they are engaged in
various crimes, especially against women such as the recent incident in
Krugersdorp. For survival, they are willing to do anything, be it working in
deep unsafe mines under poor working conditions for petty earnings or
engaging in serious crimes such as robbing people and shooting a music
video for R1.5 million. 
This has led to Xenophobic mindsets among the natives and manifest
hostility among the natives against such migrant miners. Proper
formalisation and decriminalization of such workers belonging to the
unorganised sector of the workforce are necessary to reduce the extreme
crime rates of the country and protect its citizens, particularly women.

minimg.com
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Response to the incident

The brutal and inhuman crime committed in Krugersdorp led to widespread
protests across South Africa by human-rights activists with large support of
the masses, particularly women. Groups of demonstrators came together in
large numbers outside the court demanding justice for the victims and their
families. Signs and posters held by them read powerful and bold messages
such as ‘no bail for rapists’, ‘am I next’, ‘my body is not a crime scene', ‘we
want our bodies to be secure 24/7’ and ‘femicide is the real pandemic’. Mobs
turned violent during the protests with some of them stripping, beating
illegal miners and lighting their homes on fire trying to bring justice to the
aggrieved. There are apprehensions that the Zama Zama might retaliate
leading to a vicious cycle of violence and vengeance. This incident has led to
sparks in the age-old debate of whether chemical castration must be
introduced for rapists or not. National Police Chief Fannie Masemola
launched a probe into the incident for quick and efficient delivery of justice.
Demands for a state of emergency have been at their peak in the history of
South Africa highlighting the anger and concerns among the people about
the crime. The most extreme response has been demands for resignation of
the President Cyril Ramaphosa for his inefficiency in maintaining social
order in the country. Activists are asking for a change in the thinking of men
toward women to tackle the rising crime rates against women in the
country. Changing the mindset, outlook and psyche of the people through
proper counselling is the route towards enhanced sensitisation and public
and social safety.

 The Conversation
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Statistics
 

The crime against women in South Africa is summarised even though it does
not show its holistic impacts and implications by numbers related to gender
crimes in South Africa. Every three hours in South Africa a woman loses her
life. The rape rate in the country is among the highest across the globe with
approximately 133 nasty crimes per 1 lakh people. In 2020-21 a total of
36,000+ rapes were reported in the country. A shocking estimate is that
more than 40% of South African women face rape in their lifetime and out of
9 only 1 rape is reported of which only 14% are convicted indicating the
inefficiency of the judicial system of the nation.

BBC
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Causes of gender crimes in South Africa
 

The reasons for the wide prevalence of such crimes in South Africa are-
Socio-Cultural: Patriarchy and gender inequality; Economic: Poverty and
Unemployment; Legal: Inefficient Legislation; Political: Lack of Political Will
and Crimes by Politicians. Interventions to alleviate the criminal cases in the
country have proved to be incapable of improving the situation because
they failed in addressing the psycho-social causes of such crimes. Measures
are taken to reduce rapes and assaults in South Africa.

South Africa’s President Cyril Ramaphosa has signed and given his
Presidential assent to three new laws based on addressing the issue of
gender violence following the increase in cases of murder, rape, and sexual
assault against South African women. He has labelled gender crime in the
country as the ‘second pandemic’ that it is facing along with Covid-19. The
three laws are namely : (i) the Criminal Law (Sexual Offences and Related
Matters) Amendment Act Amendment Bill; (ii) the Criminal and Related
Matters Amendment Bill, and (iii) the Domestic Violence Amendment Bill.
With the new legislation coming in it would be necessary for sexual
offenders to be named in a national register. 

BBC
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The laws would improve accessibility to protection orders by making the
procedure to get them online instead of approaching the courts. The laws
have attempted to increase the scope of domestic violence to include
victims conventionally kept out of the ambit of domestic violence. Many
activists have welcomed the laws believing that they would enhance the
efficiency of the delivery of justice to the victims and the penalizing of the
guilty. On the other hand, Ramaphosa has been criticised by some for his
improper handling of gender crimes in the country leading to a rise in
demands for his resignation from office. Despite the strategies implemented
by him, crime rates in the country have kept going up and there have been
allegations of an improper allocation of police resources with a bias toward
affluent areas with lower crime rates rendering them ineffective.

Hence, tackling the issue requires more than legislation, a change in
perceptions and behaviour which is beyond the control of law and requires
awareness, education, and proper socialization. Instead of controlling the
superficial effects of the issue, its deep causes have to be dealt with.
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Written by Mir Irfan Ali      Edited by Diksha Rajput
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Goodfellows: A bridge
between aloneness and
togetherness 
Written by Jehan Yezdi Vakharia
Edited by Tanisha Shah

Old age, the evening of life, when you are in a constant state of
contemplation and reflect on all the decisions you’ve made up until
then, be it the job you always dreamed of or hallucinating about
spending the rest of your life with your crush. Your bones become
feeble but are determined to live Life as if you were born
yesterday. Well, that’s only if you have a spouse, child, friend,
family- a ‘companion’ to spend it with. In such a scenario life
appears worthwhile and tranquil despite periodic lonesomeness
and fear. 

Shantanu Naidu, a Mechanical engineer from Pune felt what’s the
point of having all this wisdom if you have no one to share it with
well with this thought of his he was certain to make some changes
in the matrix of the elderly people, and started the venture
‘Goodfellow’. 
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Who is a Goodfellow? When an emotionally competent young adult,
is happily willing to form a meaningful bond and share their
compassion with the elderly to remove their boredom and
loneliness. 

A Goodfellow could be a graduate in any disciple in the age group of
18 to 30 years that takes the place of a grandchild and caters for
the needs of their Grandpal. Through the six-month beta phase                 
that began in October 2021, the team noticed that the Grandpals
and Goodfellows got attached quickly. It merely took only five
sessions of three hours each.

news 18

Goodfellows also realized that friendship meant
different things to different aged. Some seniors
wanted to spend their time playing board games
while some preferred to go for walks and talk their
hearts out, and some wanted to just sit idle and do
nothing. Since some senior citizens desire to travel,
Goodfellows has now started exploring their travel
projects.
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It becomes very important to know while doing this noble deed
why is Goodfellow for-profit. The answer to this question is very
simple, it is to pay decent industry-standard salaried employment
to young graduates. With financial apprehensions out of the way,
the young graduated students can give their complete selves to the
Grandpals.

The crux of Goodfellow's start-up is in providing gratifying and
purposeful employment to young empathetic graduates and
meeting their needs through intergenerational friendships which,
following clinical psychologists, are very powerful and can address
the loneliness of the age efficiently. 

With paid graduates being employees, it is possible
to retain talent and provide the same Goodfellow to
the Grandpal he has formed a bond of trust with, in
its place of sending somebody new each time with
no time and room to build a connection. This is an
acute part and is one of the biggest reasons non-
profit organizations have been unable to fulfil this
gap qualitatively by meeting their needs.

business insider
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In a voluntary-based model, once the
act of aiding or volunteering is
pacified, their uniformity and
trustworthiness diminish. But all that
Grandpal wanted is a companion. For
Goodfellows, sincere companionship
is not a one-time- voluntary activity,
though a proposed promise.

Grandpals have the autonomy of choosing how often they would
like their Goodfellow to visit. Once they are assigned the
Goodfellow, from that point of time, apart from just the company,
they can be called on for any tasks such as assistance in learning a
new skill, helping around the house, having them drive to the park,
doctor’s appointments, social events, grocery runs, and more.

Rediff

“My connection with Mr Ratan Tata helped in understanding how rich
the relationship between generations is,” said the founder, Shantanu
Naidu. Mr Tata backed the start-up by making an undisclosed
amount of money as a seed investment into Goodfellows.
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he twenty-three-year-old Niki Thakur, a communications graduate
and existing Goodfellow, expressed that she never knew how to be
with this generation because she didn’t have a grandma. It was
because of this start-up that she met Mr Dutta, whom she called
‘Dadu’. Together, they have gone for walks, and temple visits and
Niki has also accompanied him to the hospital for MRI and tests.
“After every interaction with Daddu, “I found a change in myself,”
said Niki. I felt I was becoming more patient day by day and being
friends with Daddu changed the way I look at life.
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PRESS FREEDOM AT
PERIL IN INDIA? 

Written by Ananya Mondal        Edited by Diksha Rajput

10th Sept 2022 ,  Saturday

India is a land of diversity. People of
various race, colour, caste, creed live
together in this incredible country,
proudly proving Winston S. Churchill
wrong, and is celebrating its 75 years of
independence. India is not lost in political
squabbles and our External Affairs
Minister announces to the world that
India is entitled to have its own side, to
have its own interest, to make its own
choices and those choices will be a
balance of its own values and interests.
On one hand our External Affairs Minister
says Europe needs to change its mindset
on certain issues, while on the other
hand the same government is found to
reduce press freedom in India as
observed by Reporters Without Borders
in their latest ranking, although the
government has outrightly rejected
saying that the methodology is non-
transparent and questionable. The
organization came out with its report on
World Press Freedom Day on 3rd May
2022, based on which India has slipped
down eight points to the 150th place out
of 180 countries and it is of the opinion
that “Press freedom is in crisis in the
world’s largest democracy”.

The government's intolerance of
criticism appears to be the main cause of
the country's declining media climate.
Across the country's many states,
numerous journalists have been detained
or charged with crimes. International
human rights organisations and
proponents of press freedom claim that
the present administration often
intimidates reporters who opines in
contrast to the narrative of the
dictatorship in power. Arrests, sedition
charges, and exaggerated claims made
under ambiguous laws like those relating
to terrorism and national security
concerns have all been used as forms of
intimidation. The Unlawful Activities
Prevention Act (UAPA), an anti-terror
statute that gives the government the
ability to arrest someone without
providing any evidence of their guilt, is
being utilised against dissidents in a new
trend.

Follow us on : tetofficial.com 

The Economic Transcript      Special Edition 127

https://twitter.com/tet_mithibai?s=09
https://m.facebook.com/theeconomictranscript/
https://www.linkedin.com/company/theeconomictranscript/
https://www.instagram.com/the_economic_transcript/?hl=en


Seven Indian journalists were
incarcerated as of December 31,
according to the Committee to Protect
Journalists' 2021 prisoner census. This is
the highest number of journalists
detained in India since 1992. However,
according to Reporters Without Borders,
there are 16 journalists imprisoned in
India as of 2022. 

If experts are to be believed, exposing the
truth has become a difficult and
hazardous profession in India, especially
if the truth has the potential to expose
the government or bring it into some sort
of public disgrace. In December 2021, RSF
listed India as one of the most hazardous
nations for journalists; instances of
official harassment of journalists do not
contradict this. 

Even though the government rejects the
Press Freedom Index, we can always look
into some real time happenings and judge
it ourselves. In order to prevent the
breakdown of peace and order in the
nation, the Indian government limited
media coverage of protests against the
Citizenship Amendment Act in 2019. The
federal government and the Prime
Minister of India both claimed that some
media coverage of the CAA protests
promoted anti-national tendencies.The
Press Council of India, a state-owned
organisation, said that censorship of the
media by government officials, especially
state police, is negative in 2020, claiming
"intimidation" of journalists and the
"curtailment" of press freedom. 

thewire
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Authorities are believed to have filed
criminal charges and sedition-related
accusations against the nation's media
outlets and the journalists who work for
them. Media One TV was briefly shut
down by the Ministry of Information and
Broadcasting in 2020 for reporting on
"mob violence on Muslims" in the nation's
capital, New Delhi. After a delay of 48
hours, the channel was eventually
restored. The Indian government issued
warnings against international news
organisations such The New York Times,
The Guardian, Al Jazeera, The
Washington Post, Time, The Economist,
BBC, and Huffington Post in 2020 or
before for unfavourably representing
India.

Those were some of the excerpts from
the pages of history regarding press
censorship in the country. Now, let us
look into the how journalists were
treated over the years. Prime Minister
reportedly spoke with Shobhana Bhartia,
the newspaper's owner, before Bobby
Ghosh, the Hindustan Times' editor,
announced his resignation in September
2018. The event happened after Ghosh
launched a database for documenting
violent acts inspired by race, religion, and
sexual orientation on the newspaper
dubbed the Hate Tracker. The database
was subsequently deleted. Gauri Lankesh,
a supporter of secularism and an
opponent of right-wing groups, was
reportedly shot dead outside her home,
according to Reporters Without Borders.

wikipedia

thenewyorktimes

the new indian express
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For murdering Lankesh, a member of a
Hindu nationalist organisation was
detained. 40 journalists were slain
between 2014 and 2019, according to a
research, and at least 198 serious attacks
on journalists were documented, of
which 36 happened in 2019. Many
journalists, notably Sagarika Ghose and
Ravish Kumar, have said that when they
expressed scepticism about the
government in power, they were the
target of harassment and intimidation,
including threats of rape and death.
Lately, Siddique Kappan and Mohammad
Zubair's instances along with some more
journalists have garnered the most
attention.

Freedom of press is a precious privilege
that no country can forgo, and this
becomes a necessity when it comes to
the largest functioning democracy in the
world. Press arrived in India long before
democracy did. It then rose to
prominence as the voice of the common
man and is now regarded as the voice of
the voiceless. The press was there even
before independence. Additionally, it was
the sole means of communication
between the populace and the nation's
ruling authorities. Even if democracy is
strong in its own right, it cannot function
effectively without the media, especially
the Free Press. The media creates a
bridge between the government and its
citizens and often informs them of the
tasks carried out by the government.

 A nation's press enables its citizens to
contrast the acts, statements, and
experiences made by various
governmental agencies in the past and
present. The press informs the public of
new initiatives, programmes, plans,
revisions to laws, and other items so that
they may assess how the government is
operating and determine whether the
measures are advantageous to them.
Additionally, it informs the government
of the hardships that the residents of
their individual constituencies endure.
Thus, a free press is a must for a
democratic society to function. In India,
news from the media that back the
governing party are frequently
condemned for being biased and
overstated, doing little to no real
research, and spreading propaganda on
their platforms.

BBC
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The nation's independent media, who
focused on Narendra Modi in their
coverage of the 2019 general election,
unintentionally gave him greater
coverage. The CMS Media Lab, a
nonpartisan arm of the research
organisation CMS, claimed in a report
that the current prime minister,
Narendra Modi, received 33.21% of
primetime news coverage during his
most recent election campaign,
compared to 10.31% for the Aam Aadmi
Party, led by Arvind Kejriwal, and 4.33%
for Rahul Gandhi, the nominee of the
Indian National Congress. 

Benjamin Franklin once famously said,
“Whoever would overthrow the liberty of
a nation must begin by subduing the
freeness of speech”. Media is the fourth
pillar of democracy and restricting it will
only contaminate the political field with
few unwanted, unsuitable players.
Neither Stalin, nor Hitler nor Mussolini
could continue for long, so, cult of
personality will also not work in the long
run. When it comes to people, they are
quite aware of what is good for them and
what is dangerous to them, they know
the difference between self-serving
promises and promises that hold up an
agenda, therefore, they will only wait for
the right time to rectify themselves if at
all any alteration is needed. 

I mean it is high time to understand that
you cannot mobilize one-fifth of the
world population just on the mere basis
of religion, if at all. India is achieving new
heights every single day, and it has the
calibre to be one among the leaders and
in the recipe free press is a too important
ingredient to be left out. One Churchill
was proven wrong, many more
Churchill’s will be, India will set up
standards unknown to the world earlier.
In the end I would like to quote
Christopher Dodd: “When the public’s
right to know is threatened, and when
the rights of free speech and free press
are at risk, all of the other liberties we
hold dear are endangered.” 

“Whoever would
overthrow the liberty
of a nation must begin

by subduing the
freeness of speech”.

- Benjamin Franklin
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In an unprecedented first, the Cyberspace Administration of China has
collected and published algorithmic data submitted by around a dozen
Chinese tech companies like ByteDance dubbed ‘Duoyin’ and owner of
TikTok, Alibaba Group Holding Ltd., and Tencent Holdings along with
others.

This watershed moment in internet regulation history is the first of its
kind. It indicates the beginning of a new era in the involvement of the state
in the tech space. Considered industry secrets, these algorithms provide
deep insight into every individual buyer’s psyche and user scrolling habits,
or as Taobao’s data reveals "recommends services or products to users
through their historical search data and digital footprint."

MYSTERY BEHIND
ALGORITHM DATA HANDED
TO CHINESE GOVERNMENT
BY INTERNET GIANTS. 

Written by Esheka Kanodia       Edited by Amna Lakdawala 

 Reuters
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ISo what exactly do these algorithms do? According to Adam Parsons, they
are just a set of rankings of products, services, videos, images, or any other
“recommended” posts. When a user signs up with a certain app, it keeps
track of the user’s movement, i.e anything they have responded to, and
provides a new and improved collection of posts. These recommendations
are based on the activity of the user as well as others that have watched
similar things, creating a sort of echo chamber where viewers that have
liked ‘x’ will be recommended the same ‘y’.

These submissions came into effect after a regulation in March that
assigned regulators with mitigating algorithmic drawbacks including the
distribution of dangerous content, violation of user privacy, and
exploitation of gig workers. Although the surface-level ideation seems well-
intentioned, the underlying propaganda is not hard to see as the
regulations expect algorithms to push “positive energy”, a phrase that
supports the upliftment of public opinion and positive news on the
Communist Party.

This systemic move has sent tech giants all over the world in a tizzy, with
US Meta and Google even going on to contend that the data is an industry
secret which must remain clear from government regulation since this
marks the most direct attempt to police what users see and interact with,
and what they don't.  

As for India, a proposal of the government's data accessibility and use
guidelines was published in February 2022. The regulations suggested,
among other things, that all federal and state governments be forced to
share citizen data and develop a searchable database. Concerns about the
proposed policy were expressed by several industry organizations and
activists who felt that it put people's private information at risk.
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But the original plan wasn't to do this. In 2019, the government sought to
mandate that IT companies sell the data they collect to anyone in the
nation, including public and private organizations.

The National Intelligence Grid (NATGRID), an attached office of the Ministry
of Home Affairs- that was established following the 26/11 attacks- and has
been in operation since 2020, facilitates systematic government access by
enabling authorised agencies to connect 21 databases from public and
private sector organisations.

But because NATGRID operates outside of the law and claims to just
connect databases to enable tracking, it clouds the picture of government
access to information. Intelligence/law enforcement agencies may be able
to access any information maintained by a private sector company without
authorization or notification because regulations and procedures have not
yet been made public, just as those by the Chinese government.

Systematic access is developing in India's mobile and IT industries. The
logic of national security and crime prevention is used to justify it, but
there is a blurring of lines and separation between the intent behind the
policy and its consequent execution. 
This is especially worrying to Indian citizens after Razorpay, a payment
gateway was pressed to release statements that revealed donations made
to Altnews. 

So the question that we should be asking ourselves is how different India’s
policies on user privacy and data breaching, and if India’s stance on this is
similar to that of Europe’s pro-privacy outlook or China’s all-in-control
outlook, but just a little bit to the right.

 Thomson Reuters Foundation News
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